Sri Bhaini Sahib 


Namdhari Events 


From Newspapers 


Tributes paid to Namdhari martyrs 
Tribune News Service 


Ludhiana, January 17,2003 

Cutting across political, social and religious barriers, people from all walks of life 
thronged Bhaini Sahib headquarters of Namdhari Darbar to pay tributes to 66 
Namdhari martyrs of the freedom movement who were blown up by British rulers 
at Malerkotla on the occasion of their annual martyrdom day. 


Paying tributes to the martyrs, Mr H.S. Hanspal, President, PPCC, said that the 
brave sons of the soil had “voluntarily presented themselves before the cannons 
of British rulers”. He said the induction of religious spirit in the political movement 
by Satguru Ram Singh Ji here enthused freedom fighters in the country which 
ultimately culminated in throwing out the British from India. 


He said Mahatma Gandhi had followed the principles of Satguru Ram Singh Ji and 
introduced Ram naam in his anti-British movement. 


Mr Hanspal called upon all political and religious representatives to rise above 
political considerations to jointly fight for the interests of Punjab. Appreciating the 
contribution of the late Beant Singh for giving liberal financial aid to the 
Namdharis, Mr Hanspal announced on behalf of Capt Amarinder Singh continued 
financial help for the purpose. 


Mr Buta Singh, former Union Minister, also spoke. Among others who paid 
tributes were Mr Gurcharan Singh Galib, MP, Mr Nahar Singh Gill Mayor, MC, 
Ludhiana, Mr Darshan Singh Brar, Mr Sukhdev Singh Sehbajpuri, Mr Isher Singh, 
Mr Upinder Sharma, Mrs Malti Thapar (all ex-ministers), Mr Prem Mittal, Senior 
Deputy Mayor, Sant Swaran Singh, Sant Dalip Singh Namdhari and Sant Harpal 
Singh. 


Tributes paid to Namdhari martyrs 
Amarjit Thind 
Tribune News Service 





The Minister for Development, Panchayats, Irrigation and Power, Mr Lal Singh, being honoured by 
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji at the state-level shradhanjali samaroh organised to commemorate 
Martyrdom Day of Namdhari martyrs at Bhaini Sahib on Monday. — A Tribune photograph 


Bhaini Sahib, January 17,2005 

Rich tributes were paid to 66 Namdhari martyrs of the freedom movement who 
were blown with cannons at Malerkotla by the British in 1872 at a state-level 
shardhanjali samaroh organised at Bhaini Sahib here today. 


Since the Chief Minister, Capt Amarinder Singh, could not make it to the function, 
the function was presided over by Mr Lal Singh, Minister for Development, 
Panchayat, Irrigation and Power. 


Satguru Jagjit Singh, Head of the Namdhari Darbar, blessed the gathering and 
advised people to follow the path shown by Satguru Ram Singh. 


Mr Lal Singh said the great sacrifices of these martyrs have no parallel in the 
history of India as they had sacrificed their lives bravely facing the cannons of the 
British rulers. 


The Minister said the ideology of Satguru Ram Singh to carve out a harmonious 
society by eradicating the social evils like dowry, intoxicants, foeticide etc is still 
relevant and all organisations working for social reforms should lay stress on this 
programme. 


He also announced that the government would release sufficient funds for the 
ongoing development projects at Bhaini Sahib. Mr H.S. Hanspal, president, PPCC, 
Mr G.S. Galib and Mr Shamsher Singh Dulo, both former MPs, Mr Sadhu Singh 
Dharamsot, Mr Amrik Singh Dhillon, MLA, Mr Jasbir Singh Sangrur, a former 
Minister, Mr Malkiat Singh Dakha, MLA were among those who paid their tributes 
to the martyrs. 


The tree on which two Namdharis 


attained martyrdom 
Tribune News Service 


LUDHIANA, June 12,2000 — The sight of an over 150-year-old banyan tree, 
better known as the ‘Shaheedi-bohr (banyan) ‘in Kuka Memorial Centre near the 
Field Gunj area of the old city sends a chill down one’s spine. For, this tree was a 
mute witness to the hanging of two Namdhari freedom fighters, from one of its 
branches way back in 1871. The two had dared speak against the British Raj. 


Time seems to have stood still since then. A perceptible but mysterious 
gloominess engulfs the place. Tough the green leaves of the tree infuse some life 
in the picture, but one cannot help imagining the 130- year-old scene when Giani 
Rattan Singh and Sant Rattan Singh, the two Namdharis, were hanged from one 
of its branches in full public view for having forcibly closed down a number of 
slaughterhouses opened by the British in the state. 


While the branch is no more, the tree still stands as a living remnant of the 
cruelty of the British to curb the then fast-spreading Kuka Movement of the 
country’s freedom struggle. The premises called the Kuka Memorial is being 
managed by the Namdharis sect under the banner of the Kuka Shaheedi Memorial 
Trust. A befitting memorial announcing the martyrdom of the two freedom 
fighters and the glorification of their sacrifice has been erected under the tree. 
Another board at back of the tree shows a painting of the hanging scenes along 
with the brief commentary of the hanging scene. 


The Kuka Movement derived its name from the Punjabi word kook which means a 
vociferous scream. In the case of the Namdharis, it was the scream for freedom 
and was popularised by their unique mode of shouting for Independence. 


While the Kukas were already determined to throw out the British, the latter 
opened slaughterhouses in various parts of state where meat of cow and pig (holy 
to Hindus and Muslims) was made available. This sparked off a series of protests 
in various parts of the country and the Kuka became the torch-bearers of the 
campaign. Giani Rattan Singh and Sant Rattan Singh were among the 
enthusiastic activists of the movement who together organised an attack on one 
of the slaughterhouses in the city. 


According to Namdhari Dalip Singh, a senior member of the sect, the British had 
opened the slaughterhouses with an aim of terrorising the Indians and telling 
them in no compromising terms that they are slaves of the English who can enact 
any law and undergo any activity even if it hurts the psyche or sentiments of the 
Hindustanis. 


It was the mindest which the Namdharis aimed to break. They launched attacks 
on the slaughterhouses and razed them to the ground. The infuriated the British 
who responded with the more cruel method of oppression by hanging the 
revolutionaries in full public view without even covering their faces so that the 
pain one suffers because of asphyxia is seen and the other anti-British moves by 
the Indians are discouraged. 


Namdhari Ajit Singh, Secretary of the Namdhari Sabha, said while before 
Independence, they fought for rights against the British, after the country’s 
freedom, the fight continued with the Indian government for possession of the 
tree and the adjoining land to erect a memorial of the martyrs. It was only during 
the government of the late Beant Singh that the Namdharis were given the land 
on the token payment of Re 1 per square yard. 


He revealed that now the SAD-BJP government had approved the Namdharis’ 
project of constructing a multi-storey complex for multi-religious discourses. The 
construction work is expected to commence shortly. 


In spite of these belated acknowledgements on the part of the state government, 
the Namdharis still have a fight on their hands — their revered martyrs have not 
been given due importance by the historians. The Central Government, also, has 
not enlisted them as freedom fighters. 


Seminar on Namdhari movement on May 8 


Tribune News Service 


Ludhiana, April 25 

Sri Satguru Ram Singh Chair established at Guru Nanak Dev University, 
Amritsar, is holding the first-ever seminar on “Namdhari Movement- 
History, culture and contributions” at Sri Bhaini Sahib, on May 8 and 9. 


The seminar will be inaugurated by the Chief Minister, Mr Parkash Singh 
Badal, who will also preside over the function. Dr Harbhajan Singh Soch, 
Vice-Chancellor of the varsity, will also address the seminar wherein 
several delegates from within the country and abroad will participate. 


In this connection a meeting was held here yesterday in which Mr 
Harvinder Singh Hanspal, president of Namdhari Darbar and former MP, 
Dr Satinder Singh, head of Satguru Ram Singh Chair, and Sant Surinder 
Singh Namdhari (trustee) were present. 


Shankaracharya meets Namdhari Guru 


Seeks support on cow protection 
Tribune News Service 


Ludhiana, September 9 

Muslims have also come forward to join the movement against cow slaughter in 
the country. Disclosing this here today, Shankaracharya Jyotishpith Adeshwar 
Swami of Madhav Ashram told The Tribune that the Imam of the Fatehpuri 
Masjid, Delhi, Maulana Mufti Mohammed Latif, had offered his support to the cow 
protection movement being launched in the country. 


The Shankararacharya, on a nationwide tour to garner support for cow protection, 
today met the Namdhari Guru, Baba Jagjit Singh in the Gurdwara Bhaini Sahib 
near here seeking his support for cow protection. He said the purpose was to 
involve people of all sects in this movement. 


The Shankaracharya said a rally was being organised under the banner of All- 
Party Cow Protection Movement on November 7 to mark the martyrdom of those 
who had laid down their lives for the protection of cows in 1969. At that time the 
movement was spearheaded by Swami Kripratriji Maharaj. 


The Namdhari Guru assured the Shankaracharya of maximum participation by 
Namdharis in the rally. 


The rally, the Shankaracharya said, would urge the Central Government to enact 
a legislation for the protection of cows in the country. A memorandum would be 
submitted to the Prime Minister on the same. A memorandum had been 
submitted to the Prime Minister earlier too. 


In order to mobilise support for the rally, a “gauraksha yatra” would start from 
Brindabhan on September 30. It would pass through seven states — Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Delhi, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab. 
In Punjab the yatra would pass through all major cities including Ludhiana, 
Jalandhar, Amritsar and Patiala, besides Chandigarh. 


As part of the campaign, a “gau raksha abhiyan” had already got the signatures 
of 200 MPs. The MPs belonged to all parties. 


Sangeet Sammelan in the memory of 
Sri Satguru Partap Singh 


Punjab Newsline Network 
Thursday, 15 May 2008 


CHANDIGARH: A galaxy of renowned artists will be participating in Sri Satguru 
Partap Singh Sangeet Sammelan being organized by Namdhari Sangat Chandigarh on 
Saturday & Sunday i.e. May 17 & 18, 2008 at Bhargava Auditorium, P.G.I., 
Chandigarh. 


Disclosing this here Thursday Gurbachan Singh Namdhari, General Secretary and 
Sharan Pal Singh Namdhari said that the programme is being organized in the 
memory of their Guru whose contribution to preservation and promotion of Indian 
Classical Music is well known. Artists who would be performing include - Ustad 
Shahid Parvez (Sitar), Sanjeev Abhyankar (Vocal), Padam Bhushan Pandit Debu 
Chaudhary (Sitar), Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty (Music), Sukhwinder Singh Namdhari 
alias Pinki (Tabla), Baljit 

Singh Namdhari (Tar Shahnai) and Sant Singh Namdhari (Vocal). The accompanists 
on Tabla will be Shri Akram Khan and Shri Kale Ram. 


The General Secretary informed that to carry forward the tradition of nurturing, 
preservation and promotion of Indian Classical Music started by Sikh Gurus, Satguru 
Partap Singh ji had established a Sangeet Vidayalaya way back in 1928 at Sri Bhaini 
Sahib, Dist. Ludhiana. He had ensured that the purity, nuances and sublimating 
dimensions of Music are not lost but kept alive and nurtured. The present Guru Sri 
Satguru Jagjit Singh ji further strengthened this tradition and has made Sri Bhaini 
Sahib a Pilgrimage Centre for musicians since 1959. There have been consistent 
endeavour to promote Indian Classical Music at National and International level. 


The Sangeet Sameelan will be open to all. The passes can be collected from M/s 
Amar Sons, SCO 147-148, Sector 22-A, Chandigarh; G.G. Enterprises, SCO No.147- 
148, Sector 22-A, Chandigarh and M/s Raymond 22, SCO 843-844, Sector 22-A, 
Chandigarh. 


Amongst others who will be gracing the occasion will include — Satguru Jagjit Singh 
ji, Shri Manoranjan Kalia, Cabinet Minister, Punjab, Inderjit Singh Namdhari, former 
Speaker, Jharkhand and . Shobha Kauser, founder of Pracheen Kala Kendra, 
Chandigarh, disclosed . Gurbachan Singh Namdhari. Contact Numbers — 
9814801015 (Gurbachan Singh) and 9817554885 ( Sharan Pal Singh). 


http://www.punjabnewsline.com/content/view/10472/93/ 


Ministry of Culture 
22-July, 2011 18:38 IST 


Vice- President of India Confers Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Akademi 
Awards 2010 


The Vice-President of India, Shri M. Hamid Ansari, has conferred the prestigious 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowships and Akademi Awards for 2010 at a special 
ceremony here today. Kumari Selja, Minister of Culture and Housing & Urban 
Poverty Alleviation was also present at the Award ceremony. Four eminent 
personalities were conferred the Akademi’s Fellowships, while thirty-six artists and 
two scholars received the Akademi Awards for 2010. 


The highest honour of Akademi Fellowship (Akademi Ratna Sadasyata) was 
conferred on eminent vocalist Girija Devi, renowned dance guru Nataraja 
Ramakrishna, Dhrupad maestro Rahim Fahimuddin Dagar, and Mridangam vidwan T. 
K. Murthy. They received purse money of Rupees three lakh, besides an angavastram 
and a tamrapatra. The Fellowship of the Akademi is a rare honour, which is bestowed 
on a very limited number of artists and scholars at a given time. 


The eminent representatives of music, dance and theatre honoured with the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Award for 2010 received purse money of Rupees one lakh, an 
angavastram and tamrapatra. 


The Akademi Fellowship (Akademi Ratna Sadasyata) and Akademi Award (Akademi 
Puraskar) are the most coveted national honours conferred on performing artists, 
gurus and scholars of the performing arts. These honours are decided by the 
Akademi’s General Council, the apex body consisting of eminent artists, scholars and 
nominees of the Government of India and of different States and Union Territories of 
the country. 


In the field of music, nine artists, namely Chhanu Lal Mishra and Yashpaul for 
Hindustani Vocal Music, Budhaditya Mukherjee (Sitar) and Nityanand Haldipur 
(Flute) for Hindustani Instrumental Music, Suguna Purushothaman and Mysore 
Nagamani Srinath for Carnatic Vocal music, Nagai R Muralidharan (Violin) and 
Srimushnam V. Rajarao (Mridangam) for Carnatic Instrumental Music, and M. V. 
Simhachala Sastry (Harikatha) for Other Major Traditions of Music received the 
Award. 


In the field of dance, nine practitioners, namely, Malabika Mitra (Kathak), 
Kalamandalam Kombil Gopala Vasudevan Nair (Kathakali), Phanjoubam Iboton 
Singh (Manipuri), Rathna Kumar (Kuchipudi), Aruna Mohanty (Odissi), Manik 
Borbayan (Sattriya), Uttara Asha Coorlawala (Creative & Experimental), 
Kalamandalam Raman Chakyar (Other Major Traditions of Dance & Dance Theatre - 
Kutiyattam), and S Rajeswari (Music for Dance — Bharatanatyam) received the 
Award. 


In the field of theatre also, eight persons were honoured. They include playwrights D 
Vizai Bhaskar (Telugu) and Atamjit Singh (Punjabi), directors Veenapani Chawla and 
Urmil Kumar Thapaliyal, and actors Dilip Phabhavalkar, Banwari Taneja, Maya 


Krishna Rao and Swatilekha Sengupta. 


For their contribution to other Traditional/Folk/ Tribal Music/ Dance/ Theatre forms, 
Harbhajan Singh Namdhari (Gurbani Kirtan of Punjab), Nazeer Ahmad Khan Warsi 
& Naseer Ahmad Khan Warsi (joint awards in Qawwali), Dwijen Mukherjee 
(Rabindrasangeet, West Bengal), T. Somasundaram (Folk Dance of Tamil Nadu), 
Krishna Kumari (Bakha folk music of Jammu and Kashmir), Chandatai Jagdish 
Tiwadi (Bharud folk theatre of Maharashtra), K. Chinna Anjanamma (Tolu 
Bommalata — Shadow Puppetry of Andhra Pradesh), K. V. Ramakrishnan and K. C. 
Ramakrishnan (joint award for Pava Kathakali — Glove Puppetry of Kerala) received 
the Akademi Award. 


Ashok D. Ranade was honoured with the Award for his scholarship in music and 
Jaidev Taneja for his overall contribution to theatre. 
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Day-long musical tribute to Ustad Alla Rakha 





e a J 
Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain in Mumbai on Saturday.— Photo: Vivek 
Bendre 


Come February, and tabla maestro Ustad Zakir Hussain and his family will 
gear up for what has been a unique musical tribute to their beloved father 
Ustad Alla Rakha, or Abbaji, who passed away in 2000. Each year, Zakir and 
his family bring together a new ensemble of musicians, percussionists for a 
free day-long concert that starts at 6.30 am and ends with a grand salute to 
what the Punjab gharana stalwart represented. 


“Abbaji left us early morning on February 3, so the morning session is more 
like a prayer, a preparation for his send-off. Therefore, the quality of the 
morning performance is more meditative, like a pranaam,” Mr Hussain 
told The Hindu in a room at their Shimla House flat on Napean Sea Road, 
where Ustad Alla Rakha honed his tabla skills. 


Christened “Taal Pranaam’, the morning session of the ‘Homage to Abbaji’ 
concert at the Shanmukhananda Hall in central Mumbai will begin with the 
Punjab gharana’s dhrupad style of vocals. “There is a spiritual guru of the 
school whi is also a musician, and his descendants have kept alive the Punjabi 
style of dhrupad, which is the old Prabandh gayaki . Namdhari Balwant 
Singh, and Namdhari Sukhwinder Singh will open the morning session,” he 


says. The Dhrupad-style vocals will be followed by Ustad Shujaat Khan, son of 
sitar maestro Ustad Vilayat Khan, and vocals by Arati Ankalikar Tikekar. 


The afternoon session titled “Taal Tapasya’ will start at 11.30 am at the same 
venue with a performance by Kolkata-based tabla exponent and composer 
Bickram Ghosh, who will perform in this concert for the first time. “This will 
be followed by a performance by Mannargudi Vasudevan, a fine solo artist on 
the Thavil, an instrument rarely heard on stage. It is a drum played in 
celebratory or wedding processions along with Naad Swaram in south India,” 
says Mr Hussain. The afternoon session will conclude with a performance of 
Jori by Namdhari Sukhwinder Singh. 


“Jori literally means a pair. It is an instrument that performed the role of an 
accompanying instrument during the transitional period between pakhawaj 
and the emergence of tabla. Originally there was pakhawaj which 
accompanied dhrupad singing, but after instruments like sitar, sarod, 
surbahar, sarangi were invented, it did not sit well with them. But, before 
tabla emerged, Jori, which is bigger than the tabla but played like a pakhawaj, 
filled in during this transitional period. It’s a 300-year-old style,” he says. 


The concert will then move into the evening session titled ‘Celebrate Abbaji’ at 
6.30 pm and feature Western drummer Vinnie Colaiuta and Tunisian Oudh 
player Dhafer Youssef. “Vinnie played originally with the great composer 
Frank Zappa, and has collaborated with some of the world’s top artists like 
Peter Gabriel and Sting among others. Oudh is a stringed instrument adapted 
by Egyptians from the European lute played during the Rennaissance,” says 
Mr Hussain, who will perform the tabla concerto with the 95-member 
Symphony Orchestra of India in concerts in Zurich and Geneva before he 
returns to Mumbai for the Abbaji concert. 


The jam session will be the grand finale, where he will be joined by others like 
younger brothers Taufig (Djembe), Fazal (tabla), Rakesh Chaurasia (flute) and 
Niladri Kumar (zitar). “Hopefully we will do something new,” he says 
modestly. 


Abbgji left us early morning on February 3 (in 2000), so the 
morning session is like a prayer, a preparation for his send-off 


Namdhari Chair announced 
From Tribune Reporters 


AMRITSAR, Nov 22 —Despite the state government’s failure to release money for 
its four existing four chairs, Chief Minister Punjab Mr Parkash Singh Badal today 
announced the creation of yet another chair this one Namdhari Guru Ram Singh 
at a special function organised at Dashmesh auditorium of Guru Nanak Dev 
University here today. Baba Jagjit Singh, chief of the Namdhari sect presided over 
the function. 


To the Chief Minister’s chagrin Dr Harish Puri, head Dr Ambedkar Chair, speaking 
on the occasion actually pointed out that chairs established in the university had 
not received any grant for a long time. He expressed the hope that the newly 
established chair in the name of the Namdhari Guru would not meet the same 
fate. At this, Mr Badal promptly announced that all the chairs established in the 
names of religious personalities and Dr Ambedkar won't face financial problems in 
future. "We will release sufficient grants so that research work on these revered 
personalities is not hit for want of funds", he said. 


On Baba Ram Singh Mr Badal said he was a great revolutionary who launched a 
massive movement against British imperialism and started the non-cooperation 
movement against the British. They formed a parallel organisation. To defy the 
British Empire and Namdharis laid down their lives for the Independence struggle. 


The Chief Minister lamented that no government so far had recognised the 
sacrifices of Punjabis adding that martyrs were not associated with any sect or 
region. 


Namdhari chief Baba Jagjit Singh, who presided over the function, said while 
there was turmoil everywhere peace could be achieved through nam and simran. 
He thanked Dr Soch for his sincere efforts for the of establishment of this chair. 


‘Satguru’ may land Badal in trouble 
Tribune News Service 


AMRITSAR, Nov 22 — Chief Minister, Parkash Singh Badal today caused a flutter 
when he used the word "Satguru" while announcing establishment of "Namdhari 
Guru Ram Singh" chair in the Guru Nanak Dev University. This could spark 
another controversy as in Sikhism there is no living guru. The last guru is ‘Guru 
Granth Sahib’ (the holy Sikh scripture). Many Sikh scholars present at Dashmesh 
Auditorium when Mr Badal addressed Namdhari Guru Ram Singh as "Satguru", 
strongly objection to use of the word. 


Turbanator Genesis: Namdhari on Rise 


By Ayantan Chowdhury 
Published: 18th July 2015 04:36 AM 


CHENNAI: Namdhari XI is one of the most unique hockey sides in the country. They 
are easily recognisable with their spotless white turbans and uniform. All members 
are strictly vegetarian and inspired by the warrior spirit prevalent in the sect. They 
believe in giving everything on the pitch and having no regrets. The passion is 
infectious. 

The 1975 World Cup triumph led to the birth of the Namdhari XI. Since then, they 
have enjoyed a lot of success — at both national and international level. They have 
gifted the national squad quite a few players, including Malak Singh, Gurmail Singh 
and current captain Sardar Singh. 

Action from the match between Namdhari XI 
(white) and Karnataka Hockey on Friday Coach of 
the side, Didar Singh, who represented the 
Tricolour at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, spoke at 
length about the side. “Earlier, the dress code used 
to be very strict, with all players having to wear 
‘Kachera’. Now the rules have been relaxed, with 
players wearing shorts. But we still insist on the 
traditional attire during local tournaments,” he told 
Express. 

Currently taking part in the 89th All-India MCC 
Murugappa Gold Cup, the entire contingent made 
sure to follow all rules of their religion. ““We’ve 
bought our own cook and only have that food. Milk 
products are our main source of nutrition,” Didar 
added. Sponsored by Namdhari Seeds, a multi- 
national corporation based in Bengaluru, the team 
participates in more than 10 tournaments around the 
year. “Surrey Cup, Canada and Cal Cup, US are 
some competitions we take part in internationally,” 





the 51-year-old revealed. 

“Everyone in our village is a hockey fanatic. You won’t find kids playing cricket 
there. We catch young kids with potential and start training them in our own nursery 
academy. 

“Tf they prove to be good enough, they are then sent to Namdhari’s centre of 
excellence — at Bhaini Sahib in Ludhiana — where they hone their skills on synthetic 
turf. Sports hostel equipped with all modern facilities, including air-conditioned halls 
and a multi-gym, are also there. Former CM of Haryana, Bhupinder Singh Hooda, had 
promised a new synthetic turf will be delivered to us for our local academy. It’s ready 
to be delivered,” the coach noted. 

Didar rues the lack of proper government support despite their service to the sport in 
the country. “Hockey India has done no favours to us. Players used to leave our squad 
after getting job offers in other departments. We’ve started age-group training to 
make sure our squad is always full. Santa Singh, a junior international, is our next gift 
to the hockey fraternity,” Didar signed off. 


Results 

Karnataka Hockey 3 (Thimanna PN 18th, 39th) vs Namdhari XI (Gagandeep Singh 
6th, Bhagat Singh 48th, Udhampreet Singh 59th). SAIL 1 (Santosh Majhi 66th) vs 
Punjab & Sind Bank 4 (Vikramjit Singh 21st, Gauthampal Singh 33rd, Karamjit 
Singh 38th, Pabhdeep Singh 43rd). Army XI 4 (Siraju AP 7th, 10th, Chandan Aind 
29th, Rajinesh Salaria 44th) vs Indian Railways 3 (Mayank James 18th, 54th, Malak 
Singh 69th). 


Shannon welcome for Sikh religious leader 


By Mark Dunphy - August 31, 2015 The Clare Herald 





Uday Singh is greeted at Shannon Airport by Cllr James Breen, Cathaoirleach 
Clare County Council. Pic Arthur Ellis. 


Local politicians and members of the Indian community in Clare 
gathered in Shannon Airport at the weekend to welcome a Sikh 
religious leader to the County. 


His holiness Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji was on a two-day visit to Ireland 
during which he travelled to various parts of the county to meet with the 
estimated 200 members of the local Namdhari community. 


Among those to greet th e guru was Cllr. James Breen, Cathaoirleach of 
Clare County Council, Tony Mulcahy, Clare Fine Gael Senator and _ local 
businessman and Sikh member Paramjit Neote. 





Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji’s last visit to Clare was in May 1998 when he laid 
the foundation stone of 28,000 sq ft building in the World Aviation Park, 
Shannon, on the invitation of Mr. Neote. 


Paramjit Neote was a pioneer to Ireland when he came here in 1988 and 
started Shannon Aircraft Motor Works. He later helped to establish a thriving 
Namdhari Sikh in the wider region. 








http://www.dnaindia.com/sport/report-churning-out-talent-the-namdhari-way- 
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Hockey team from Haryana's Sant Nagar expects 


players to eat vegetarian food, wear traditional 


Friday, 11 September 2015 - 6:30am IST | Place: Mumbai | Agency: dna | From the print 
edition 


Churning out talent the Namdhari wa 





The Namdhari XI hockey team has produced many an international player. They are in 


the city to take part in the MHAL Super Division League Salman Ansari dna 


It wasn’t tough to notice a group of Sikhs in orange shirts and white turbans sitting at 
the Wankhede corner of the MHAL Stadium on Thursday. Keeping a watchful eye on 


the game between Indian Navyand Abhi Foundation in the Mumbai Super Division 
League encounter were the Namdhari XI. What makes these men from Haryana 
special? Having produced the likes of Indian hockey captain Sardar Singh, Malak 
Singh and Gurmail Singh, to name a few, the Namdharis can stake claim to being the 
one of the top hockey academies in the country. 


A reason for their success can be attributed to how the religious values of the 
Namdhari sect dictate many aspects of their lives including hockey. Hailing from Sant 
Nagar, Sarsa (a district in Haryana), each member of the squad is a strict vegetarian 
and has to wear a white turban and kacchas under his shorts while playing. If that’s 


not enough, they carry their local cook with them to each tournament they go to. 


Proving testament to the fact was none other than the team’s manager Didar Singh, 
who represented India at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, the first from Sarsa to play 


for the country. 


Didar is decked from head to toe in a white kurta pajama and turban. “It’s a price you 
pay to be the best. Every kid who comes to the academy knows what he is getting 

into. We don’t compromise here. The players can’t play in their kacchas but we make 
sure they wear them under the shorts. Our cook, Gurdev Singh, has been with us since 


2000. We don’t even have eggs. Our diet is full of milk and ghee,” said Singh. 


It was the 1975 World Cup triumph that led Thakur Udhay Singh, now head of the 
sect, to promote the game in the village. A year later, the Namdhari XI was formed 
with a training centre built at the village school. Since then, a youngster, after honing 
his basic skills at the village academy, is shifted to Namdhari’s centre of excellence at 


Bhaini Sahib in Ludhiana, which boasts of an astro-turf and a sports hostel. 


Gurcharan Singh is the team coach but he isn’t just that. The 30-year-old former India 
national was also present Indian team captain Sardar Singh’s batch mate at the 


Ludhiana academy. 


“Hockey in Sarsa generates as much craze as cricket in Mumbai. Almost every 
household has a kid or has had someone who’s played hockey. 
“We don’t have to send our scouts to the schools. Parents in these 18 Namdhari 


villages know that the likes of Sardar, Gurmail and Malak have started young and 


have gone all the way to playing at Bhaini Sahib. What else do the parents want? We 
pick kids from Class six and take care of all their needs. They don’t have to pay a 


single penny,” said Gurcharan. 


Bhagat Singh Dhillon, at 22, may be one of the youngest in the team. But having been 


enrolled as a 12-year-old at Baini Saheb, he counts himself as the most experienced. 


“We don’t have to come to Mumbai and play in big tournaments to learn things like 
team spirit and family. Staying at the Namdhari academy for years helps us develop 


deep rooted comaraderie. 


“That’s why it’s important to start young and stay together. It makes a big difference 
on the turf. The academy back home has a huge gallery where you see pictures of 
Sardar and all the players who played for India. As a kid, there was nothing more that 
I could ask for,” said the full-back. 


With the side playing their first game against Abhi Foundation on Saturday, Didar 
said he can’t wait to see his side display their “Punjabi aggressiveness”. “The way we 
train makes sure there is a fire in the belly. We train three hours in the morning, three 
hours in the evening. Then, we have the strict diet and dress code. All these things 


instill a lot of discipline in the boys. 


“That’s a reason why you see so many players from north India represent the country. 
The way we train makes sure there is a fire in the belly. That’s why the boys aren’t 
sleeping at the MHAL hostel and are here watching the team that they will face in two 
days’ time,” added the 52-year-old. 


Players from Namdhari XI to play for India: Didar Singh Sr, Harpal Singh, Sardar 
Singh, Didar Singh, Malak Singh, Gurmail Singh, Gurcharan Singh, Shivender Singh, 
Ajmer Singh, Daljit Singh, Nanak Singh, Avtar Singh, Kabul Singh, Raghubir Singh 


Posted at: Feb 11 2016 1:08AM 
Key slice of Kuka history gathers dust in Pak 


Centre has failed to get back letters penned by movement leader Baba 
Ram Singh; his 200th birth anniversary tomorrow 


Seized by the British 
The letters were written in Gurmukhi by Baba Ram Singh in 1878-89 
Besides, a file containing papers linked to the Kuka cult lies unexplored at 
Peshawar's State Archives 
Kuka Martyrs' Memorial Trust vice-chairman claims they requested the 
Centre several times to approach Pakistan, but to no avail 





A stamp released on the Kuka Movement by the Centre in 2014. Tribune file photo 


Amaninder Pal 

Tribune News Service 

Chandigarh, February 10 

Even as Punjab government is organising state-level function on Friday to 
observe the 200th birth anniversary of revered Satguru Ram Singh, letters 
written by the Namdhari leader and files related to the Kuka Movement lie 
unexplored at Peshawar’s State Archives in Pakistan. 

The letters were seized by the British during the Kuka uprising. Namdhari leaders 
and scholars claim that the documents were not shifted to India after Partition 


and even their copies were not available anywhere, leaving researchers unaware 
about the content of the letters and British files. 

They said all efforts to bring the documents back had remained futile due to 
strained India-Pakistan relations. 

Jaswinder Singh, Delhi-based researcher who authored several books on the 
Kuka Movement and traced several documents related to the uprising, said that 
hardly anybody was aware about these documents even after more than six 
decades post-Partition. 

“Around the mid-1980s, I chanced upon an entry in a register in the National 
Archives, New Delhi, that had a reference about these documents. Thereafter, in 
1992, I along with British-based Namdhari scholar Surjeet Singh Jeet consulted 
India Office Library, London, where a book on the State Archives of Pakistan 
confirmed about the existence of these documents”, said Jaswinder Singh. 
Published by Cambridge University Press in 1969, “Guide to National and State 
Archives In Ceylon, India and Pakistan”, had reference that till 1948, the 
documents were lying in the Central Record Office, Peshawar. The documents 
included “letters written by Baba Ram Singh in 1878-89 in Gurmukhi” and 
“papers concerned with Kuka cult”. 

Besides, the guide also states that “confidential files, including extensive record 
on Kuka outbreak from 1848-80” did also exist in the Government Record Office, 
Lahore (Pakistan). 

“I am not sure whether copies of original Lahore files were ever made or not. But 
it is confirmed that a copy of the Peshawar documents is not available,” added 


Jaswinder. 

Surinder Singh Namdhari, vice-chairman of Kuka Martyrs’ Memorial Trust, said, 
“For the past over two decades, we are trying that these documents should be 
brought to India as they certainly have great historical value. We have requested 
the Union government several times to approach Pakistan, but to no avail. We 
will continue our efforts.” 


http:/www.bmihealthcare.co.uk/health-matters/health-and-wellbeing/vegetarian-and- 
vegan-diets 





Reap the benefits of a vegetarian or vegan diet 





With increasing concern about the link between processed meat 
and cancer, what is the best way to eat a healthy vegetarian 
diet? 


Eating a plant-based diet is more popular than it has ever been. Lots of people go 
vegetarian or vegan, or cut down on how much meat they eat, to improve their health. 
There was recently a jump in the upward trend of stepping away from meat, triggered by a 
World Health Organisation report. 


MEAT AND CANCER 
HOW STRONG IS THE EVIDENCE? 


IARC CARCINOGENIC 
CLASSIFICATION GROUPS 
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These categories represent how likely something is to Cause 
cancer in humans, not how many cancers it causes. 


. Image credit: Cancer Research UK - 
http: //scienceblog.cancerresearchuk.org/2015/10/26/ 
processed-meat-and-cancer-what-you-need-to-know/ Accessed Jan 2016 


Does eating meat cause cancer? 


The report from the World Health Organisation (WHO) evaluated the link between red and 
processed meat and cancer, and classified processed meat as a Group 1 carcinogen’. Other 
Group 1 carcinogens are substances such as alcohol and tobacco. This does not mean that 
eating processed meat is as risky as smoking, but it does mean that there is a proven link 
between processed meat and cancer. 


Processed meats such as bacon and sausages are in Group 1, which means they are a 
definite cause of cancer. Red meats such as pork, beef and lamb are in Group 2A, meaning 
they probably cause cancer. However, the risk from eating processed meat is less than 
other Group 1 carcinogens such as tobacco. For example, if no one in the UK smoked it’s 
believed there would be 64,500 fewer cases of cancer. If no one ate any red or processed 
meat there would be around 8,800 fewer cases’. Eating red meat increases your risk of in 
particular, and 21 percent of bowel cancers are caused by red meat?. 


At BMI Healthcare we have lots of information on the different cancer types and 
the treatments available. 


Going Vegetarian 


Eating a vegetarian diet is a good way to keep your body healthy and reduce your risk of 
bowel cancer. A healthy vegetarian diet includes plenty of fruits and vegetables, starchy 
foods, some dairy products and non-dairy protein sources such as eggs and beans. You can 
get advice on how to improve your vegetarian diet and make sure you’re getting all the 
nutrients you need with a dietary consultation. 





Protein in a vegetarian diet 


If you are eating a vegetarian diet, you need to take extra care to make sure you eat 
enough protein. Milk and dairy products are good sources of protein, as well as containing 
calcium and vitamins A and B12. However, they can also be high in fat so try and choose 
low-fat options such as skimmed milk wherever possible. 





Pulses, such as lentils, beans and peas, are low-fat sources 
of protein and fibre anda portion of any natural pulses also counts as a portion of 
vegetables. You can also try meat alternatives such as tofu and mycoprotein (which is in 
products such as Quorn). Remember, it’s important to get your protein from a range of 
sources so that your body gets the right mixture of amino acids to build and repair your 
cells?. 


Iron in a vegetarian diet 


Vegetarians are more likely to develop an iron deficiency, potentially leading to anaemia. 
However, there are plenty of meat-free sources of iron, so it is easy to keep your iron 
levels healthy. Eggs, pulses, dark-green vegetables and wholemeal bread all contain lots of 
iron. You can also try cereals that are fortified with additional iron, or take iron 
supplement tablets?. 


Vitamin B12 in a vegetarian diet 


Vitamin B12 only occurs naturally in animal products. This means that you probably get 
enough of it if you eat plenty of dairy products or eggs. If you don’t, fortified yeast extracts 
such as Marmite, and fortified breakfast cereals and soya products are also reliable 
sources?. 


Going Vegan 


A vegan diet is entirely plant based, avoiding all foods that come from animals. This 
includes eggs and dairy products. A vegan diet provides the vast majority of protein and 
nutrients that you need, but you do need to be conscious of what you eat so that you don’t 
miss out on essential nutrients such as calcium, iron and vitamin B12. If you need more 
advice on how to make sure your vegan diet provides everything you need to be healthy, try 
a dietary consultation. 





Calcium and vitamin D in a vegan diet 


You need calcium to keep your bones and teeth strong. Many dairy alternatives such as 
soya, rice and oat drinks are fortified with calcium, as is shop-bought bread. Sesame seeds 
and tahini are good natural sources of calcium, along with most pulses‘. 


You also need to take on plenty of vitamin D to enable your body to absorb calcium. The 
best and most enjoyable way to do this is to get out in the sunshine, but remember to 
cover up and wear sun cream. Many breakfast cereals and soya drinks are fortified with 
vitamin D, and you can also take supplements. This is a particularly good idea in the dark 
winter months when sunshine is in short supply’. 


Iron in a vegan diet 


Vegans need to eat plenty of iron-rich foods to prevent iron deficiency and anaemia, as iron 
from plant-based foods is less easily absorbed than iron from meat. Pulses, wholemeal 
bread, leafy green vegetables and nuts are all good sources of iron, and are staples of a 
healthy vegan diet*. 


Vitamin B12 in a vegan diet 


Vegan sources of vitamin B12 are limited, as it only occurs naturally in animal products. 
Many foods are deliberately fortified with vitamin B12, including breakfast cereals, soya 
drinks and yeast extracts such as Marmite. You can also take a vitamin B12 supplement to 
make sure you’re getting enough’. 


Sources 

thttp: //www.nhs.uk/news/2015/100ctober/Pages/Processed-meat-causes-cancer-warns- 
official-report. aspx 

“http: //scienceblog. cancerresearchuk.org/2015/10/26/processed-meat-and-cancer-what- 
you-need-to-know/ 


3http: //www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Vegetarianhealth/Pages/Vegetarianmealguide.aspx 
4http: //www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Vegetarianhealth/Pages/Vegandiets.aspx 
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Spellbinding music marks Day 7 
Rising Kashmir News 


Jammu - 


The ongoing 10th annual edition of SaMaPa Aalap Festival by SaMaPa (Sopori Academy 
of Music And Performing Arts) on its 7th day today featured spellbinding recitals of 
music. 


The concert was held at Jammu Sanskriti School featuring vocal recital by Pritam 
Bhattacharjee, Sitar recital by Ustad Rafique Khan and Dogri folk music by Shamsher 
Gulam Mohd. and Party. S 


Bhattacharjee, a disciple of legendary vocalist Pt. Jasraj of Mewati Gharana, presented 
Raga Ahir Bhairav singing various Bandishes in Mattaal and Teentaal explaining the 
audience the basics of vocal system and made the young children sing with him the notes 
of the raga. His soulful singing, clarity of notes and taans mesmerized the listeners. He 
was accompanied on Tabla by well known Tabla exponent Pt. Mithilesh Jha besides Abid 
Hussain, a brilliant young musician, accompanied him on Sarangi and Bua Ditta, well 
known Harmonium player and Composer from Jammu, accompanied him on 
Harmonium. 


Ustad Rafique Khan, a famous artist from Gwalior Gharana presented Raga Parmeshwari 
and various Gats in Madhyala and Drutlaya Teentaal spellbinding the audience. He was 
accompanied by Pt. Mithilesh Jha on Tabla. This was followed by scintillating Dogri folk 
music by Shamsher Gulam Mohd. and party. 


Commissioner Secretary and Chief Electoral Officer of J&K, Shantmanu appreciated the 
efforts of music maestro Abhay Rustum Sopori and SaMaPa for their love and dedication 
towards promotion of music in the State and the country. 


The concert started with a choral presentation by the young children of the school which 
was attended by over 600 children including hundreds of local art lovers from the area 
and music connoisseurs. 


Rohini Aima, Principal, expressed her gratitude to SaMaPa for its efforts in bringing the 
internationally acclaimed musicians to the remote areas of the State and giving a golden 


opportunity to young children and general public to witness the concerts of both young 
talent and legends of Indian music. 


Harpreet Singh, Chairperson, presented vote of thanks and gave away mementos to the 
guests and the artists. 


In another session at the Namdhari Dharamshala at Jammu, the young Namdhari 
children commenced the programme with their brief recitals. Hardyal Kaur presented a 
Gurubani Shabad followed by Parhtaal in Raga Bahar by Basant Kaur and Harkirat Kaur, 
and Dilruba recital by Hakam Singh who presented Raga Patdeep. Pritam Bhattacharjee 
presented Bada Khayal and Chotta Khayal in Raga Charukeshi and Ustad Rafique Khan 
presented Rupaktaal and Teentaal in Raga Jhinjhoti and concluded his recital with a Gat 
in Raga Kafi. 


Prof. Kailash Mehra was the chief guest on the occasion. Suba Sukhdev Singh, Head of 
the Namdhari Sangat, Jammu and Dr. Taran Singh, President of the Sangat felicitated 
maestro Abhay Sopori and the performing musicians with bouquets, shawls and 
mementos. 


Abhay Sopori expressed his gratitude to all who have made the festival a success and the 
Sangat for being a part of the SaMaPa movement in preserving the cultural identity of the 
State. 


NAMDHARI FRESH 


Namdhari's Fresh (NF), a unit of Namdhari Seeds started in 2000 
at Bangalore - 'The Garden City of India’, with a view to export 
fresh vegetables and provide a premium quality produce to 
domestic customers. Namdhari Seeds is a market leader in Indian 
Vegetable Seed Industry and a leading Exporter of Vegetables and 
Flower Seeds. 


Namdhari’s Fresh grows vegetables and fruits in its own 
fields and green houses. To meet the growing demand for fresh 
vegetables it also out sources produce from over 2000 growers. 


Presently, more than 40 different vegetables and fruits are being 
cultivated by Namdhari's Fresh at various productions centers 
across the country. 


The different agro-climatic zones enable us to produce most 
vegetables all round the year. European standards of Good 
Agriculture Practices (GAP) are strictly followed at production level. 


Namdhari's Fresh handles more than thousand tons of fresh 
vegetables and fruits at domestic and International market. Our 
produces are mainly destined to Europe, Australia and the Middle 
East. Namdhari's Fresh would be India's first company to receive 
the EUREP-GAP (European Retailers Certified Vegetable Growing 
and Exporting Firm) certificate, which is an assurance for our high 
quality standards. 


After the success in seed world, Namdharis have diversified into the 
production, distribution and export of fresh vegetables & fruits 
under the name "Namdhari's Fresh". 


Uninterrupted Cold Chain 


To ensure the freshness of the vegetables till it reaches the 
consumer, the company is having a continuous cold chain network 


right from the produce is harvested. The harvested vegetables are 
transported in refrigerated trucks, which also help in the removal of 
field heat. From the refrigerated trucks, the vegetables are 
transferred to the precooling room. 


Then the vegetables are transferred to the grading hall, which is 
also air conditioned and packed under cool climate. The packed 
vegetables are stored in the cold rooms before being air lifted to the 
destinations and during the transit in the air also, the product is 
stored in reduced temperature. Thus the uninterrupted cold chain 
network makes Namdhari's Fresh to deliver the quality vegetables 
with optimum freshness. The good number of Flights per week to 
Europe guaranties a regular supply of produce. 


Thus by amalgamating both self growing activities and outsourcing 
from large number of farmers Namdhari’s Fresh aspires to become 
a successful organized food retailer. 





Vegetable production 


Minimum use of chemical pesticides is the core of their Quality 
Policy. For crop protection they rely on the bio agents, and other 
Integrated Pest Management practices rather than the conventional 
indiscriminate use of pesticides. The chemicals permitted as per 
European norms are used and properly recorded. The produces 
grown by them could be traced back to its place of origin. 


Namdhari's Fresh grows most vegetables throughout the year. 
Produce is grown on Namdhari's Fresh, own field farms and in our 
green houses (5 ha.). For outsourcing Namdhari has more than 


2000 growers available. To ensure quality an effective extension 
team monitors the farms and the growers. Namdhari follows the EC 
prohibition list for chemicals strictly. It is mandatory for growers to 
keep records of substances used and the team follows this up in 
order to ensure a safe product, which can be traced back to its 
source. 


Seminar on Namdhari Sikhs of 20th century 
Tribune News Service 


Amritsar, February 23, 2010 

More than 120 scholars participated in the seminar on "Namdhari Sikh of 20th 
century" organised by Namdhari Guru Ram Singh Chair of Guru Nanak Dev 
University here on Monday. 


Vice-Chancellor A.S. Brar presided over the seminar, while eminent scholar Dr 
Satinder Singh Noor delivered the inaugural address and Dr Sukhdev Singh from 
Punjabi University, Patiala, delivered the keynote address. 


Among others, H.S Hanspal, MP and President of Namdhari Darbar, Surinder 
Singh and Dr Harish Sharma were also present. 


Brar stressed on the writing of history based on scientific facts. 


Sukhdev Singh said the contribution of Kuka Andolan was commendable in the 
freedom struggle. He said this was the first public revolt from Punjab against the 
British empire. 


He said contribution of the Namdhari movement for the rehabilitation of Namdhari 
Sikhs, social reforms, education, music and sports was unparalleled. He said that 
it was a matter of concern that the youth in the contemporary society were 
indulging in drug addiction and social evils like female foeticide and dowry. He 
favoured adoption of the Namdhari ideals to get rid of these evils. 


Satindar Singh Noor in his inaugural address said the Namdhari lehar was the real 
freedom movement and it should not be specified with a particular religion but a 
social movement which had its effect on Punjabis and Namdharis equally. 


He claimed that in the writing of freedom struggle historians neglected Punjab, 
especially Sikhs and Namdharis. He said historians should approve sacrifies of the 
Namdharis in the freedom struggle against the British empire. 


Earlier, Dr Joginder Singh, Head of the Namdhari Guru Ram Singh Chair, 
welcomed the chief guest and gave details about the seminar. Dr Sukhwant 
Singh, Head of the History Department, presented a vote of thanks. 


Followers from UK, Thailand pay tributes to Chand Kaur 


e Aneesha Sareen, Hindustan Times, Ludhiana 
Updated: Apr 06, 2016 15:25 IST 





Mata Chand Kaur’s funeral pyre was being lit when many of her followers 
reached the cremation ground at Bhaini Sahib Gurdwara Complex to pay tributes 
to the departed soul on Tuesday. Tejinder Kaur — who had been a 
physiotherapist to Chand — reached the venue at 2.45 pm and rushed to the 
pyre with tears in her eyes. Others were aware that she had come from London, 
so they made way. She served as Chand Kaur’s physiotherapist over the years 
and always cherished listening to her sermons as she treated her. 

Within hours of hearing about Mata Chand Kaur’s demise, Tejinder took the first 
flight from the UK and landed in Delhi this morning from where she reached 
Chandigarh by flight and then came to Bhaini Sahib by road to pay her last 
tributes. 

Devotees were seen jostling with as the body was brought to the gurdwara for 
cremation. The police were seen struggling to manage the crowd. 

She was not the only one to reach there to pay last respects to the mortal 
remains of Chand Kaur. 

Atul Mittal, a resident of Tanzania, also made it to the cremation. “It is unfortunate 
that an 88-year-old woman has been murdered. The news was shocking to us as 
we are her ardent followers for the past many decades. We rushed to get our 
tickets as soon as we heard the news,” said Mittal. 


“We are settled in Bankgok and took the first flight wnen we got to know about 
the unfortunate incident,” said Mahinder Singh, a businessman based in 
Bangkok. 

“We have come from Sirsa to attend the cremation. Last time, we came here for 
Hola Mohalla celebrations two weeks ago. | met Mata Chand Kaur and she 
seemed happy at that time. Who had thought that we would have to attend her 
cremation in just two weeks,” said Surinder Kaur. 

Chand Kaur, wife of former head of the Namdhari sect late Satguru Jagjit Singh, 
was on Monday shot dead by two unidentified bike-borne assailants at the Bhaini 
Sahib Gurdwara complex, 30 km from Ludhiana. 


Face to face with Namdhari sect head 
Satguru Uday Singh 


° Sukhdeep Kaur, Hindustan Times 


AiR; 


Apr 06, 2016 10. IST 





Monday’s murder of 85-year-old Chand Kaur, though still a mystery, is seen as a violent fall-out of the 
sibling rivalry. (HT Photo) 














Behind the raging war of succession in the two centuries-old Namdhari sect --- which has 
properties and donations running into hundreds of crores and is a power centre of religion 
and politics --- are two generations of brothers. The last sect chief Satguru Jagjit Singh 
and his younger brother Maharaj Bir Singh had long fallen out over the control of 
influential Namdhari empire. While Jagjit Singh, widely-recognised among Namdhari 
followers as the real spiritual chief, was based at Bhaini Sahib, the sect headquarter on the 
Chandigarh-Ludhiana highway, Bir Singh took over the sect’s over 200 acres of land at 
Jeewan Nagar in Sirsa, Haryana and made it his parallel seat of power. Bir Singh, who 
died in 2008, had two sons — Thakur Dalip Singh and Uday Singh. Satguru Jagjit Singh 
passed away in 2012, without a male progeny or naming his successor. 

Before Satguru’s death, Dalip Singh was banished from Bhaini Sahib in 2009. History 
repeated itself after Satguru’s widow Chand Kaur anointed Uday as Satguru four years 
ago, deepening the bad blood between the two siblings. A section of Namdharis 
coronated Dalip as their parallel spiritual head at Sirsa. Both brothers have since been 
locked in a bitter power duel for supremacy in the Namdhari sect. Monday’s murder of 
85-year-old Chand Kaur, though still a mystery, is seen as a violent fall-out of the sibling 
rivalry. In an interview to assistant editor Sukhdeep Kaur, incumbent Satguru Uday Singh 
says as brothers they were poles apart and he could not have let the guru gaddi pass on to 
the wrong person. 


Q: It is ironic that a spiritual dera has witnessed a murder most foul of an 85-year- 
old matriarch. Is it a spill-out of the bitter war of succession? 

A: It is not a war of succession between two brothers but between good and evil. As 
brothers, we were poles apart and unlike him, I had never aspired for the guru gaddi. I 
was happy handling my business in Bangalore and accepting the gaddi is no less than a 
sacrifice. It has put me and my family’s life in danger but I could not have let it pass on to 
the wrong people. 

Many feel your elder brother was denied the right to the throne by intrigues and 
conspiracies hatched by the powerful coterie surrounding the Satguru. Is the coterie 
the real power centre? 

All these intrigues and conspiracy theories have been planted by him. When Satguru 
Jagjit Singh’s health started deteriorating, my elder brother started holding meetings at 
Mandi, Ludhiana, Chandigarh and Delhi from 2006 to provoke the community against 
whom he described as the Satguru’s powerful coterie. It was said the Satguru was being 
administered heavy sedatives, his wife Chand Kaur was being kept in confinement and 
they were restricting access to the Satguru. Pictures of helpless Satguru were circulated. 
There were rumours against his son-in-law Jagtar Singh that he beats his wife. You have 
to understand the psychology of my brother. All he has been trying to do to is provoke 
clashes in the community. He recently asked his followers to keep the kirpan (sword), 
which goes against the teachings of Namdhari gurus. Now, he is trying to align with the 
Akalis and trigger clashes between Akalis and Namdharis. 

Were you hinting at involvement of your brother in the murder of Chand Kaur 
when you said everyone knows who is behind it? 

That is for the police to investigate. All I am saying is that we should understand who 
stands to gains by keeping the community on the boil. 

But why were your parents supporting your elder brother when your mother was 
banished from Bhaini Sahib? 

My parents stayed with me whenever they came to Bangalore and not with him (Dalip 
Singh) though he had a sprawling bungalow there. Though I was closer to Satguru Jagyit 
Singh, I have always served my parents. But since there were differences between my 
father (Maharaj Bir Singh) and Satguru Jagjit Singh, they too kept away from Bhaini 
Sahib. 

It is believed that behind all power struggle is the huge business empire and 
properties of the Namdhari dera. Is it true? 

We do have lot of properties but we have set up schools, hospitals and colleges. We do 
much more charity than the donations we receive. The Satguru Partap Singh Hospital 
alone provides free treatment and medicines to the tune of Rs 2 crore every year 
Thakur Dalip Singh says he is not after the guru gaddi, and unlike you, never had a 
flourishing business. What do you have to say? 

If he does not want the gaddi, why did he start holding meetings since 2006? And why is 
he instigating people of the community? As for doing business, he has never believed in 
working. We both have different temperaments but it does not mean we cannot live 


together or serve the community together. But he believes in confrontation and has a 
mind of an anarchist. He created a Facebook page by the name of 
“namdharidarbarbhainisahib’ and posted a fake ‘hukumnama’ from me that I have asked 
Namdharis not to consider Guru Granth Sahib as their holy book. We have registered a 
complaint in this regard with the police. 


Chand Kaur’s life depicted in photographs in Bhaini Sahib gurdwara 


e Aneesha Sareen, Hindustan Times, Ludhiana 


Updated: Apr 12, 2016 22:17 IST 
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The photo frames dotted the entire gurdwara premises from the entrance till the enclosure where 
the ‘bhog’ was held. (Sikander Singh Chopra/HT Photo) 


The life of Chand Kaur, who served the Namdhari sect for 70 years before being 
murdered on April 4, was showcased through 150 huge photographs exhibited at 
the Bhaini Sahib gurdwara at the ‘bhog’ ceremony on Sunday. 

The photo frames dotted the entire gurdwara premises from the entrance till the 
enclosure where the ‘bhog’ was held. From a black and white photo of young 
Chand Kaur — in her 20s — holding a child, who later grew up to become 
Satguru Uday Singh, to a coloured frame showing her lifting bricks at an under 
construction site and a photo showing her baking a dough at the gurdwara 
langar, showed her selfless love and devotion to the sect. 

The photos also threw light on early days of the Namdhari sect when Chand Kaur 
first came to the gurdwara after getting married. The photos showed Chand Kaur 
serving at a langar, providing solace to a patient on a hospital bed, receiving a 
flower from a child, cleaning a bucket of rice and people touching her feet. 

The followers were in awe of photographs and were pained to see that the pious 
woman was now no more. “I am deeply moved on seeing the photographs. Mataji 
devoted her life to serve us... it’s painful what happened,” said Satwinder Kaur, a 
Namdhari sect follower. 


In this village, every child knows his ragas 


Namita Devidayal| Oct 16, 2016, 00:00 IST 
Times of India 





Every evening, after school homework or hockey practice, the boys and girls 
of Bhaini Sahib, a sleepy village near Ludhiana, grab their instruments and 
run to the music room. There, under portraits of great musicians, they learn 
to sing or play the sitar, sarod, tabla and dilruba. They learn compositions 
about peacocks dancing in the rain, and about Krishna and Nanak. They 


learn how to accompany each other. They learn how to listen. 


Bhaini Sahib could be any other Punjabi village hidden amidst endless 
wheat fields. But it harbours one rather amazing secret. Over the last 100 
years, every child here has been taught Indian classical music. Regardless of 
whether they grow up to become farmers, shopkeepers or homemakers, 


music remains a parallel track in their lives. 


"We believe that if you learn music as a child, you become a better human 
being. Some of us have gone on to become professional musicians, but that 
is not the goal." says Balwant Singh Namdhari, 36, an accomplished vocalist 
who, when he is not out performing, is gently cajoling notes out of the 


children, or teaching them why a certain raga is sung only at twilight, or 


why the beats of the tabla correspond to the rhythmic cycles of the universe. 
"The tradition is very strong," he says. "When we were children, we were all 
woken up before sunrise to practise; today my 14-year-old son is doing the 
same thing." 


Music has always been embedded in the Sikh spiritual tradition, and the 
verses in the Granth Sahib are meticulously set to 31 ragas -- starting with 
Shri, ending with Jaijaiwanti. This scripture incorporates the teachings of 
Hindu, Muslim and Sikh saints and mystics and requires some knowledge of 
Indian classical music. But the intimacy between music and divinity was 
taken to another level by the Namdharis, a traditional Sikh sect which 
believes the Gurus did not end with the tenth Guru Gobind Singh, but 
continue to live among them. Around the mid-19th century, the Namdharis 
made a base in Bhaini Sahib, in Ludhiana district, where many Sikhs were 
martyred during the freedom movement. Today, the village is home to 


around 500 families. 


Guru of good things 


The tradition of teaching music to children was started by the Namdhari 
spiritual leader, Satguru Pratap Singh. He famously said, "I want the 
fragrance of music to touch every child." When he died in 1959, his son 
Satguru Jagjit Singh had inherited his passion. He was himself an 
accomplished singer and played the dilruba, whose plaintive notes have 
traditionally accompanied shabad music. He gradually nurtured a potent 
musical environment — in Bhaini Sahib and across India, touching the lives 


of many non-Namdharis as well. 


The elders of Bhaini Sahib encouraged young people to pursue music at a 
time when it was not a respected vocation in an India that was refashioning 
itself as a global industrial nation. For example, in 1973, Satguru Jagyit 
Singh happened to hear a very young Rajan and Sajan Mishra sing in Delhi. 
He called the elder of the two brothers and learned that he was working as a 


trainee in a company called DCM, for Rs 500 a month. He promised to send 


him the same amount if he pursued music full-time. "I gave my resignation 
the very next day," says Rajan Mishra, who comes from a family of 
musicians in Benaras and is today one of India’s most beloved vocalists. 
"Satguruji believed that music keeps negativity away. We keep going back 


to Bhaini Sahib, to teach and perform." 


Satguru Jagjit Singh built ties with the great masters so that they could teach 
the children of Bhaini Sahib. He went to Benaras and won over Bismillah 
Khan. The initially grumpy shehnai maestro melted when he heard this 
unusual Sikh visitor sing, and agreed to take one of the children, Kirpal 
Singh, under his wing. He taught him the taar-shehnai, a string instrument 
which sounds like the shehnai because of an attached conical mouthpiece. 
Today, Kirpal Singh is a banker but also happens to be one of the top taar- 
shehnai players in the world and has, in turn, taught many children. Many 
years ago, the tabla master Kishan Maharaj was similarly cajoled to teach a 
child, Sukhwinder Singh, who now teaches tabla and the jodi-pakhawaj (a 
traditional Punjab gharana style of playing) to children. Sitar maestro 
Vilayat Khan spent many days in Bhaini Sahib. And Shivkumar Sharma 
gets his santoors made by an elderly Sikh there. 


Loop of learning 


This loop of learning has fostered both excellence and perpetuity. The best 
among the children learn with the great masters so that they can come back 
and continue teaching younger children. A hostel in central Mumbai is 
available for free to any child who wishes to come and learn at the Allah 
Rakha Academy or with Shivkumar Sharma or Yogesh Shamsie, all of 
whom have close ties to Bhaini Sahib. "The tradition of ensuring that every 
child is steeped in music continues today," says Gurdial Singh, a product of 
the Bhaini Sahib conservatory, who now teaches children sitar while 


pursuing a PhD in music at Panjab University in Chandigarh. 


Thanks to the Sikh Namdhari diaspora, which has concentrated pockets in 


Thailand, England and Canada, Indian classical music has travelled to all 


these places and children there learn singing as well as traditional 
instruments like the dilruba which is scarcely played in India any more. 
Harbhajan Singh, a sitar player and vocalist, who learned with Amjad Ali 
Khan, has taught at least three generations of children in both Punjab and 
the UK. 


The children of Bhaini Sahib play their instruments as if they were cycling 
down the fields; they guzzle music as if it were desi ghee. Not surprisingly, 
many children have excelled in other fields — in keeping with what brands 
like Baby Mozart peddle to ambitious parents, that music makes you sharper 
all round. Bhaini Sahib has produced many sports stars, including a captain 


of the Indian hockey team and a national badminton champion. 


Latest Comment 

Awesome... 

I love all these things at Bhaini Sahib.. I"m just speechless... I can just say Dhan Shri Satguru 
Partap Singh Ji, Dhan Shri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, Dhan Shri Satguru Uday Singh Ji.agum 


wadhwa 


The music room leaves little time for digital devices or other distractions 
that mesmerise the young today. While many youth in Punjab have been 
addled with a drug problem, not one teenager from Bhaini Sahib has fallen 


into substance abuse. 


"Their addiction is music; it is a shortcut to the divine," says Taranjiet Singh 
Namdhari, a Mumbai-based filmmaker, who is making a documentary on 
Bhaini Sahib and its relationship with music. "It inculcates a discipline 
within you. If your life becomes disciplined as well as lyrical, you will live 
peacefully. You will not fight at home. We will have a more peaceful world. 


Instead of firing a tank, fire a raga and see the difference." 


re darknes: 








Where sun rises and sets to the sound of ragas 


Payal Dhawan] TNN | Updated: Nov 19, 2016, 07.28 AM IST 

LUDHIANA: Bhaini Sahib -- a village around 25 kilometers away from 
Ludhiana -- has a historic and spiritual value, as it was here that Satguru 
Ram Singh gave birth to the Namdhari Sikh Panth. However, the hidden 
connection with Indian classical music, and knowledge of all raagas makes 


this village more unique. 


This is a village where one child of every house is an expert in raagas and 
Indian classical instrumental music. It is a ritual being followed in the 
village for decades. Every day after school, children of the village gather at 
Kala Kendra (music academy of the village run by the Namdhari sect) and 
learn music. Significantly, not just teenagers and youngsters of the village, 
but those from other villages and cities too are taught music free of cost in 
Bhaini Sahib. 


Hazuri Ragi Balwant Singh Namdhari, an accomplished vocalist who also 
teaches at Bhaini Sahib, said: "Satguru Partap Singh started this tradition of 
teaching music to children and youth. From 1927-28 -- when he stablished 
the Namdhari Vidyalya -- he started Indian classical music training in it. 
After him, Satguru Jagjit Singh inherited his vision, and now 

Satguru Thakur Uday Singh is working on it passionately. Many children 
of Bhaini Sahib, nearby villages, and other cities come here to learn music. 
Moreover, youngsters who want to pursue their career in this field are sent 
outside Punjab for further training, and the sect bears its expenses." 
Children, starting from the age of 5-6 years, start training in all 31 raagas, 
and Indian classical musical instruments like dilruba, sitar, flute, sarangi, 


israj, sarodh, santoor, tabla, and pakhavaj. 


Further, Balwant Singh explained: "Satguru Pratap Singh was a strong 
believer in the power of music. He wanted the fragrance of music to touch 


every soul. He believed that music kept one away from all negativity. 


Moreover, another objective of it was to stay people connected to Gurbani. 
Since Guru Granth Sahib is written and sung in raagas, so guruji wanted 
everyone to have a knowledge of raagas so that we can sing and understand 


our holy book." 


Following the preaching of their head, now every child of this village gets 
up before sunrise and reaches the Kala Kendra for music training at 4am. 
Similarly in the evening too, after their school and sports practice, they get 
music training from 4-8pm. The greatest part of this tradition is that every 
child learns music without any compulsion, regardless of whether he wants 


to become a sportsperson, home-maker, farmer, or businessman. 


Ratan Singh, an engineering student who learnt vocal music, said: 
"Although my profession will be engineering, I will never stay apart from 
music. I have been learning classical vocal since childhood. It is a part of 


my daily routine and the need of my soul." 


Seminar on Namdhari- Dogra relations held at Abhinav Theatre 


Posted on 25/11/2016 by Dailyexcelsior 





Excelsior Correspondent 





Dignitaries lighting the lamp during a function of Namdhari Sangat at Abhinav Theatre on Thursday. 


JAMMU, Nov 24: Namdhari Sangat Jammu and Kashmir and Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh 
Foundation organized a seminar on Namdhari-Dogra relations: Formation of Kuka regiments 
in J&K in collaboration with History Department University of Jammu under the presence of 
Uday Singh Ji head of Namdhari sect at Abhinav theater auditorium as the part of 200th birth 
anniversary of Ram Singh Ji. .Uday Singh Ji in his address to the participants stressed upon 
to live up to the standards of life as taught by Ram Singh ji. He said that Ram Singh ji was the 
pioneer of freedom struggle and the non cooperative movement in India against the British 
always stressed upon the gender equality. He further stressed to educated the women and 
stop female infanticide and asked the youth to avoid intoxication of every type and build a 
strong nation.Sat Sharma MLA and the president State BUP while speaking on the occasion 
said that we must follow the path shown by Ram Singh ji.Padamshree Er. S.P. Varma 
president Gandhi Global Family also spoke on the occasion.While presenting paper on the 
subject authors said that Maharaja Ranbir Singh was having very cordial relations with the 
anti British forces in rest of India. He always tried to encourage them. His approach towards 
nationalistic people was very significant. His relations with Kuka were well known therefore in 
the” course of 1870 the Maharaja raised two companies of Kukas, of one hundred men each, 
with the intention of making them the recruiters, whom he sent into the Punjab. But as 
Britishers were annoyed with Kukas Maharaja dismissed them later.Prof. Shailender Singh 
Jamwal of History Department of JU, Arvind Singh, Sant Harpal Singh, S. Suwarn Singh Virk 
presented papers on the topic.Rajesh Gupta MLA, Promodh Kapahi vice president State BUP, 
Baba Ajit Singh ji Pramukh Sant Nirankari Mission J&K, Sant Gurmukh Singh Rehbar general 
secretary Vishaw Namdhari Sangat, Manish Joshi President GGF ( Youth) were present 
among others.S. Amar Singh Kuka presented Vote of Thanks. 


Centre to commemorate 200th 
anniversary of Satguru Ram Singh 


The decision was taken on Thursday at a joint meeting of two 
Executive Committees constituted for commemoration of birth 
centenary of Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya and 350th birth anniversary of 
Guru Gobind Singh. 


By: PTI | New Delhi | Updated: December 16, 2016 10:03 pm 
The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting. (PTI File Photo) 


In a move to woo the voters in Punjab ahead of Assembly polls next year, 
the Centre has decided to commemorate 200th birth anniversary of Satguru 
Ram Singh, the founder of the Sikh’s Namdhari sect. The decision was 
taken on Thursday at a joint meeting of two Executive Committees 
constituted for commemoration of birth centenary of Pt Deendayal 
Upadhyaya and 350th birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singh. The Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting. 

Several other ministers, including Finance Minister Arun Jaitely, and 
dignitaries are members of these committees. “During the course of the 
meeting, it has been decided to commemorate 200th Birth Anniversary of 
Satguru Ram Singh in a befitting manner,” an official release said. 

The decision was taken keeping in view the contributions made by him 
towards the cause of the society, it said. Born on February 12, 1816, Singh 
founded the Namdhari sect. Namdharis consider themselves a sect of 
Sikhism but insist that the line of Sikh gurus did not end with Guru Gobind 


Singh and was continued through the Namdhari leaders. 


Namdhari Samagam concludes 


Tribune News Service 

Ludhiana, December 31,2016 

A two-day seminar on Satguru Ram Singh Ji of Namdhari Sect, held by the 
Punjab Sahit Academy and Punjabi Academy Delhi concluded at Punjabi Bhawan 
here today with dignitaries from far-off attending the seminar. 

The dignitaries threw light on the preaching struggle by Satguru Ram Singh. 

The academic session was held under the leadership of Dr Tejwant Singh. 

Kuka Leher, Namdhari Leher etc were discussed by the participants and 
dignitaries. They also threw light on the achievements of Satguru Ram Singh. 
The dignitaries presented papers on different topics concerning Namdhari Sect. 
Dr Sarabjit Singh also spoke about the contribution of Kuka Leher during the 
Independence move. Kuka Lehar played an essential part during the British 
regime. It is also considered as the first freedom fight of India, which reflected the 
bravery of many Sikh fighters. 


The concluding session was chaired by the president of Punjabi Sahit Academy Dr 
Sukhdev Singh Sirsa and the chief guest was HS Hanspal. 


14 Nov 2000 


CELEBRATED: The 81st birthday of the Namdhari chief, Baba Jagjit Singh, was 
observed with enthusiasm by his followers. In the morning, a religious 
congregation was organised at Namdhari Smarak in the city with kirtan recital by 
ragi jathas of Mr Iqbal Singh. Mr Darshan Singh, Mr Amrik Singh, Mr Sukhwinder 
Singh and the hazoori raagi jatha of Sant Harbans Singh. Speaking at the 
occasion, the Congress legislator, Mr Rakesh Pandey, recalled close association of 
his father, Mr Joginder Pal Pandey, a Punjab minister, with the Namdhari chief. 
Prominent among those present were Mr Surinder Singh Namdhari, Director, 
Satguru Partap Singh, Apollo Hospital, Mr Harbhajan Singh, Mr Jasbir Singh, Mr 
Dalip Singh Namdhari, Mr Ajit Singh Namdhari, Mr Jagmohan Singh and Mrs 
Sukhjit Kaur. 


CELEBRATED: The 81st birthday of the Namdhari chief, Baba Jagjit Singh, was 
observed with enthusiasm by his followers. In the morning, a religious 
congregation was organised at Namdhari Smarak in the city with kirtan recital by 
ragi jathas of Mr Iqbal Singh. Mr Darshan Singh, Mr Amrik Singh, Mr Sukhwinder 
Singh and the hazoori raagi jatha of Sant Harbans Singh. Speaking at the 
occasion, the Congress legislator, Mr Rakesh Pandey, recalled close association of 
his father, Mr Joginder Pal Pandey, a Punjab minister, with the Namdhari chief. 
Prominent among those present were Mr Surinder Singh Namdhari, Director, 
Satguru Partap Singh, Apollo Hospital, Mr Harbhajan Singh, Mr Jasbir Singh, Mr 
Dalip Singh Namdhari, Mr Ajit Singh Namdhari, Mr Jagmohan Singh and Mrs 
Sukhjit Kaur. 


Probe sought into Guru Ram Singh’s death 
Aditi Tandon 
Tribune News Service 


New Delhi, December 22, 2008 

The Namdhari durbar today urged the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to 
establish an inquiry commission to look into the circumstances of Satguru Ram 
Singh's death. The panel, they said, could be on the lines of one set up to probe 
into Subhash Chandra Bose’s death. 


The request came today after the PM unveiled seven portraits in the central hall 
of Parliament, three of them of Punjab leaders - Satguru Ram Singh, who led the 
Kuka movement; Sardar Swaran Singh, one of the longest-serving cabinet 
ministers of India and Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir, a front-rank freedom fighter 
and parliamentarian involved in building Punjab as a model of growth. 


The other portraits were of Prof Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, an outstanding 
litterateur; Biplabi Roy, a fiery social activist from Assam who worked for 
women’s education; Shaheed Jayee Rajguru from Orissa and Veer Kunwar Singh, 
a hero of the First War of Independence. 


For Punjab, it was a rare moment, with the PM welcoming into the central hall the 
supreme religious leader of Namdharis, Satguru Jagjit Singh, who, along with 200 
supporters, watched the unveiling of their Satguru’s portrait. The moment 
unfolded in the midst of “Bole So Nihal” cheers. The sect was in fact keen that the 
Satguru’s portrait be installed in the parliament to mark the 150th year of Kuka 
movement. 


Earlier, the PM and the gathering comprising Vice-President Hamid Ansari, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Somnath Chatterjee, leader of the opposition L.K. Advani among 
others waited for the arrival of Satguru Jagjit Singh, who entered the hall on his 
wheel chair. It was after the ceremony that the leaders of the sect sought the PM 
to constitute a commission for inquiring into the death of Satguru. The Namdharis 
don’t believe that the Satguru is dead. The then British government had exiled 
him to Yangoon (Myanmar) from 1872 to 1880. But the Satguru continued to 
send messages through his disciples - something which forced the British to 
isolate him further. 


“Satguru was declared dead in 1885. But documents in national archives prove 
that even beyond 1885, he was in a jail in Myanmar. Now research is needed to 
locate the place where he was last lodged. This is important to establish the 
veracity of the declaration of Satguru’s death,” Surinder Singh, vice-president of 
Namdhari Durbar today told The Tribune. The sect also sought the PM’s 
intervention to declare the place in Myanmar where Satguru Ram Singh was kept 
as Indian national monument. Further, they said the archival material comprising 
Satguru’s ‘hukamnamas’ and currently lying in Pakistan should be immediately 
restored. 


Poets highlight female foeticide menace 
Tribune News Service 


Ludhiana, October 15,2003 

To create awareness among the people on the menace of female foeticide, a 
seminar- cum - kavi darbar was organised by the Namdhari Darbar on the second 
day of the 99th annual Jap Tap Samelan at Bhaini Sahib today. Mr. H.S. Hanspal, 
President, PPCC, was the chief guest on the occasion. 


Addressing the participants, Mr Hanspal said Satguru Ram Singh, had launched a 
crusade against those who killed their daughters at birth. Following his directions, 
the whole Namdhari Darbar, now under the spiritual guidance and direction of 
Satguru Jagjit Singh, was making efforts to create awareness among the people 
regarding the seriousness of this alarming situation. 


He said though the government has enacted several legislations to give stringent 
punishments to the guilty, but this social evil was assuming alarming proportions 
and was causing an irreparable loss to society. In present times, skewed sex ratio 
would create a serious imbalance in society. 


Mr Hanspal appealed to the people to be vigilant and report any such by couples 
to the authorities so that they can be punished suitably. 


Sant Daleep Singh Namdhari apprised the people about the efforts of Satguru 
Jagjit Singh and Namdhari Darbar in persuading the people to refrain from the 
female foeticide as the girls are equally important for society. He said the darbar 
was also educating the public regarding the growing use of the drugs and other 
intoxicants among the youth, which could completely ruin our future generations. 


Prominent speakers and poets who participated included Dr Gurcharan Kaur 
Kochhar, Mr Surjt Patar, President, Punjabi Sahitya Akademi, Mr Harbir Singh 
Bhanwar, Mr Inderjit Singh Hassanpuri, Dr Swaranjit Kaur Grewal, Dr Gurminder 
Sidhu, Dr Kamaljit Singh Kakkar, Dr Harjinder Singh Sandhu, Mr Ajit Singh Lehal, 
Dr Tarlochan Lochi, Mr Jatinder Pal Singh Jolly and Mr Kulwant Jagraon. 


Pvt schools should open branches in villages: Gabria 


Lays stone of school in Birmi village 
Tribune News Service 





Head of Namdhari Darbar Satguru Jagjit Singh inaugurates the building of a new branch of Guru 
Nanak Public School at Birmi village on Sunday. Minister of Jails and Tourism and Cultural Affairs 
Hira Singh Gabria is also seen in the picture.—Photo by Inderjeet Verma 


Ludhiana, June 10,2007 

Minister for Jails, Tourism and Cultural Affairs Hira Singh Gabria has stated that 
the government was committed to improving the quality of education in the state 
and asked private educational organisations to open branches in the rural areas 
so that students could also avail the facilities. 


He was addressing a function organised to lay a foundation stone of the new 
branch of Guru Nanak Public School at Birmi village, near here, today. Satguru 
Jagjit Singh, head of Namdhari Darbar, laid the first brick of the building. 


Gabria exhorted the managements of the private schools to induce the 
professional education so that the students could acquire the ability to compete 
for the jobs. 


The minister said the schools should lay their main focus to adopt the latest 
education techniques for the all-round development of the students. 


He said the government was going to set up new Adarsh Public Schools in each 
blocks with the latest facilities where free education would be provided to brilliant 
students belonging to the poor families of the area. 


Highly appreciating the contribution of the private educational institutions, 
particularly in the rural areas, Gabria said for the government alone, it was not 
possible to cater to the need in this field. In the recent past, the private 
institutions had played a pivotal role in vocationalising the education in the state, 
he added. 


He said only because of the good education facilities, students of the vocational 
institutions were earning a good name at the international levels. The family of 
the Late Baba Gurmukh Singh, who had launched many an educational 
institutions in Punjab, was following in his footsteps and making an excellent 
contribution in improving the standard of education. He advised that the poor 


students should also be accommodated in the new schools at the concessional fee 
charges. 


Others who addressed the function included Ranjodh Singh, president, Ramgarhia 
Education Society, H S Hanspal and Gurpargat Singh, president, Auto Parts 
Manufacturers Association. 


Harjit Singh Grewal, a senior BJP leader, Surinder Singh Namdhari, Jasbir Singh 
Riyat, president, School Management, Surinder Singh Riyat, director, School 
Management, and Sohan Singh Goga were also present on this occasion. 


Myanmar forms panel to study guru’s life 
Tribune News Service 


LUDHIANA, July 8, 2000 — The Myanmar Government has set up a three- 
member committee to study the life and disappearance of Namdhari Guru 
Satguru Ram Singhji who was imprisoned in that country for initiating the famous 
Kuka movement against the British rule in India in the 1870s. 


Efforts were also on to raise a memorial in the form of a public utility service like 
a hospital or a school in Myanmar in memory of the Namdhari guru. 


Announcing this at a press conference here today, Mr Surinder Singh Namdhari, 
Vice-President of the Trust, said a five-member delegation of the Kuka Martyrs 
Memorial Trust which included Namdharis, research scholars and historians 
visited Myanmar from June 11 to 24 to study the life of their guru in different jails 
of the country and to find out the truth behind different versions of his death as 
claimed by the Britons. 


He said the team had found some vital clues and documents about the life spend 
by their guru in the jails. However, the mystery surrounding the Namdhari guru’s 
disappearance (the sect claims that their guru was destined to live life up to the 
age of 250) is yet to be solved. The team found evidence that their guru had not 
died because of dysentery in 1885 as claimed by the Britons since no prisoner 
was reported to have died of the ailment in the entire jail record of the country. 


The team, according to him, had found clues that their guru had somehow gone 
to Malaysia from Myanmar and the Namdhari Trust would now send a team of 
researchers to that country. Mr Surinder Singh said the visit would be scheduled 
after permission from the Centre. 


However, he said the research would continue in Myanmar and the sect had 
offered research scholarship to interested scholars there to study the life spent by 
their guru in the country. The research would be taken up in association with 
Yangoon University. 


Giving details about the delegation’s success, Mr Surinder Singh said the team 
brought a number of files pertaining to their guru along with maps of old jails and 
pictures of the places where there guru was kept. 


Namdhari Khalsa march ends 
From Tribune Reporters 


ANANDPUR SAHIB, March 28 1999 — A massive "Namdhari Sant Khalsa march", led by 
Satguru Jagjit Singh, head of Namdhari sect, taken out in connection with the tercentenary 
celebrations of the birth of the Khalsa, ended at Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib here today. 


The march, which covered a distance of about 125 km and passed through Samrala, 
Khamano, Morinda, Boormajra, Ropar and Kiratpur Sahib, began today after the performance 
of "ardas" from Bhaini Sahib in Ludhiana district. 

Thousands of Namdharis, clad in their traditional white dress, thronged this "white city". 


The march was received by Mr Parkash Singh Badal, Chief Minister, along with Mr Charanjit 
Singh Atwal, Speaker, Punjab Vidhan Sabha, Mr Tara Singh Ladhal, MLA, Anandpur Sahib, 
Mr Jarnail Singh Aulakh and Jathedar Pritam Singh Sallomajra, both members of the SGPC 
from Anandpur Sahib and Chamkaur Sahib, respectively, near the "welcome gate” here on 
Ropar-Anandpur Sahib Road. 


Talking to mediapersons, Mr Badal appealed to all heads of sects to come here and join the 
tercentenary celebrations. He said he welcomed all, irrespective of the caste, creed and 
religion, as his Guru had taught him to seek "sarbat da bhalla". He added that this message of 
the Gurus would be disseminated throughout the world, especially during the tercentenary 
celebrations. 


The march was accompanied by Mr H.S. Hanspal, former MP and president of Namdhari 
darbar, Bhaini Sahib, Mr Darshan Singh Brar, former minister, Mr Surinder Singh, Mr Jagdish 
Singh waryam and Mr Gurbhajan Singh Sanyasi, vice-president, general secretary and press 
secretary of the Namdhari darbar, respectively. 


Later, Mr Badal and Satgur Jagjit Singh visited Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib along with others and 
paid obeisance. Giani Tarlochan Singh, Head Granthi of the Takht presented "siropa" to Mr 
Badal, Satguru Jagjit Singh, Mr H.S. Hanspal and Mr Manoranjan Kalia, Punjab Health 
Minister. 


According to Mr Gubhajan Singh Sanyasi, press secretary of the Namdhari darbar, 
Namdharis from Australia, Canada, Africa, England, Germany, America, Dubai and Bangkok 
also participated. 


LUDHIANA: Earlier the Namdhari sangat recited 'Assa Di Var' in wee hours at Bhani Sahib 
and then the yatra began after paying respect to Sat Guru Jagjit Singh. The route was 
decorated and welcome arches were put up at regular intervals. 


The 'yatra' was received in Ludhiana district at Samrala by Jathedar Kirpal Singh Khirnia, a 
member of the SGPC, Mr Amrik Singh, MLA, Mr Fateh Singh and a few BJP leaders. People 
from various villages like Katani Kalan, Katani Khurd, Kot Gangu Rai, Neelon, Bijalipur, 
Ghulal Chehlan Bondli etc gathered in large number to greet the 'yatra’ in which Namdhari 
sangat was reciting ‘simran’. 


FEROZEPORE: The local Bhai Mardana Kirtan Darbar society organised a Sanjhiwalta 
Shatabadi march here on Saturday jointly with other religious and social organisations in 
connection with tercentenary celebrations of the birth of the Khalsa. Special welcome gates 
were set up at several places. March started from Housing Board Colony and terminated at 
the same place in the evening after passing through different areas in the city and 
cantonment. The march was attended among others by the Minister of State for Cooperation 
and Sainik Welfare, Mr Jameija Singh Sekhon and the society president Mr Harpal Singh 


Bhullar. According to Mr Bhullar purpose of march was to spread message of brotherhood 
among masses 


Namdhari Sant Khalsa march on March 28 
Tribune News Service 


CHANDIGARH, March 23 — Eminent artistes, including Vilyat Knan, Rajan Mishra and Sajan 
Mishra, performed at the Sangeet Sammelan organised by the Namdhari darbar at Bhaini 
Sahib. 


Mr Gurbhajan Singh Sanyasi, a spokesman of the darbar, said Satguru Jagjit Singh of 
Namdhari Darbar was the brain behind this Sammelan which concluded today. 


He said the Namdhari Sant Khalsa march would start from Bhaini Sahib on March 28. 


He added that the march would be received by Prof Manjit Singh, Jathedar of Takht Sri 
Keshgarh Sahib, and the Punjab Chief Minister, Mr Parkash Singh Badal, at Anandpur 
Sahib. 


March 7, 1999 


Namdhari Guru prays for peace 
From Vimal Sumbly 
Tribune News Service 


JEEVAN NAGAR (Sirsa), March 6 — The leader of the Namdhari sect Guru Jagjit Singh, has 
exhorted the youth to preserve their cultural roots and not get swayed by westernisation. 
Talking to TNS during the Hola Mohalla function organised here between March 2 and 5, 
Guru Jagjit Singh cautioned against the evil influence of western culture on the youth of the 
country. 


It was the fortieth Hola Mohalla function organised during the lifetime of Guru Jagjit Singh and 
for the fourth time it was held in this small village. At least 50,000 devotees from all over the 
country and abroad took part in the function. Guru Jagjit Singh delivered the concluding 
address today. 


He prayed for peace, amity and brotherhood. He pointed out that the very purpose of 
organising the Hola Mohalla function was to strengthen brotherhood and amity among the 
people. 


Guru Jagjit Singh said the Namdharis would also be celebrating tercentenary of the birth of 
the Khalsa. Special functions will be organised to mark the occasion. He disclosed that a 
Namdhari yatra would be organised from Bheni Sahib, near Ludhiana, to Anandpur Sahib on 
March 28. The 125-km yatra would be led by Guru Jagjit Singh himself. It would be received 
by the Punjab Chief Minister, Mr Parkash Singh Badal, and his Cabinet colleagues at 
Anandpur Sahib. 


The Guru refused to comment on the ongoing tussle within the Akali Dal. He said he only 
prayed and hoped that peace and goodwill would prevail among all sections. He hoped the 
tercentenary celebrations of the birth of the Khalsa would pass off peacefully and with 
traditional gaiety. 


The Namdhari sect has been instrumental in setting up a chain of educational institutions in 
the northern region. At present, five colleges are being run by the sect, one each at mandi, 
Jeevan Nagar, Delhi, Bheni Sahib and Chandigarh. The sect also plans to start a school at 
Amritsar, which will impart religious education. The sect is also running a college in Thailand, 
where students from 30 countries are admitted. 


The sect has also been hooked on the Internet for the past six months. According to Mr Dayal 
Singh, the mela in-charge, all information about the Namdhari sect is provided on the Internet. 
This has also helped in spreading the message of peace, love and brotherhood across the 
globe, he pointed out. 


Former Rajya Sabha member H.S. Hanspal was also present on the occasion. People from 
the USA, Canada, the UK and Gulf countries also attended the five-day-long celebrations. As 
many as 40 religious jathas from across the country presented kirtan. 


Several marriages were also solemnised on the occasion. These marriages were organised 
according to traditional Hindu rites, but without other formalities. Mr Dayal Singh said these 
marriages were organised to inspire other youth in going in for simple and dowryless 
marriages. 


Search for Namdhari guru starts 
From Jupinderjit Singh 
Tribune News Service 


LUDHIANA, June 5 2000— One hundred and fifteen years after the mysterious 
disappearance of Satguru Ram Singhji, founder of the Namdhari sect and an 
acknowledged leader of the historical Kuka Movement of the Indian freedom 
struggle, the External Affairs Ministry of the country has finally given a nod to the 
long-cherished project of the Namdharis to research about what happened to 
their revered Guru, last seen in a British Jail in Burma, now known as Myanmar. 


A five-member delegation comprising Namdharis, research scholars and 
historians will leave the city for Myanmar tomorrow to research into the life spent 
by their guru in British confinement in a foreign land. It would also try to 
establish for once and all whether the Britishers claim that the guru died of a 
water-borne disease in a jail in 1885 or not as later documents procured from 
some Englishmen by the sect activists assert that the death news of the guru was 
false and a year later he was sent to some remote areas of Myanmar. 


The research will also endeavour to rewrite the history as the Namdharis believe 
that their guru , who launched a non-cooperation movement in 1860’s some 60 
years before Mahatma Gandhi did so, had also established links with the Russian 
and Afghani forces long before Netaji Subhash Chander Bose did so along with 
the Japanese to throw the Britishers out of India.The delegation expects to lay 
their hands on some documents that will force the historians to give more credit 
to the Namdharis for being one of the first to raise a banner against the British 
rule as today the sect is popular for the KUKA movement only. 


Delegation secretary Ajit Singh told The Tribune in an exclusive interview here 
today that apart from the freedom struggle the main motive of the delegation 
would be to discover some real photos of their guru as the portraits available 
today were based on old paintings only. Other members of the delegation include 
senior Namdhari leader Surinder Singh, research scholar Surjit Singh and 
historians Jaswinder Singh and Tara Singh Anjaan of New Delhi. 


The delegation will also try to give King Thibu of the erstwhile Burma his due for 
having cooperated with their guru in spite of the hostile Britishers. Another 
objective of the expedition will be to research on the life spent by three other 
Namdharis — Lakha Singh , Brahma Singh and Jwahar Singh in British 
confinement in Myanmar and give them a high place among the Indian freedom 
movement martyrs as their contribution is relatively unknown. According to the 
Namdhari records while the former two breathed their last in the jail after 
spending 20 years, the third one was released by the Britishers at a very old age. 


According to the External Affairs Ministry documents, the delegation’s 20-day visit 
has been cleared after a hectic correspondence with the military government in 
Myanmar. It said the delegation had been allowed to visit a number of; jails 
where the Britishers claimed to have kept the satguru.The main places to be 
covered included Yangoon (formerly known as Rangoon), Myeik and Moulmein 
cities. 


Namdhari Ajit Singh was optimistic of finding some documents about their guru. 
Showing documents he said according to the announcement made by the 


Britishers the guru died of dehydration in November, 1885, in a jail in Myanmar. 
However the sect activists managed to make a chance discovery some years ago 
about another document signed by Mr Bernard, British Chief Commissioner in 
Burma, in August, 1886, that the satguru had been sent to a remote place in the 
country where no one had access to because in spite of being kept in strict 
imprisonment he had managed to keep contacts with the freedom fighters in 
India. An initial research of the Myanmar Jail records by the sect revealed that no 
prisoner had died of such disease in the said year nor even four years later. More 
investigation done by the sect revealed that even the census done by the 
Britishers had also not recorded any such death. 


Namdhari Ajit Singh stressed the expedition was not being undertaken to make 
some kind of religious claims but to establish the sacrifice made by the 
Namdharis in the country’s freedom struggle. 


First-ever Astro-turf in rural area 
Prabhjot Singh 
Tribune News Service 


Bhaini Sahib, October 9,2004 

India’s first-ever Astro-turf in a rural area — Bhaini Sahib, near Ludhiana — and 
in the private sector has put the Namdharis in line for a unique distinction. Gifted 
by a Holland company, the Namdharis have spent Rs 42 lakh on the import, 
transportation and installation of the latest version of the polymer-based surface. 
Of this, Rs 10 lakh came as a special grant from the Punjab Government. 


The Bhaini Sahib Astro-turf, which will be formally inaugurated on October 14 by 
the Chief Minister, Captain Amarinder Singh, will thus be the fifth such field in 
Punjab after Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Patiala. Ludhiana can now boast 
of two Astroturfs — other one is at Punjab Agricultural University. 


Namdharis association with hockey dates back to 1978 when they started their 
team with former international Baldev Singh (of Nigeria) as their coach. Two 
years later, this team with its unique white sports gear — tapering turbans and 
knee-long “kachheras” (traditional Sikh costume) — was in headlines for winning 
the prestigious Jawahar Lal Nehru Hockey Tournament for juniors in New Delhi. 


Known for their robust tactics and superb fighting qualities, it soon made a place 
for itself as one of top teams in the country, producing in the process some 
players for the national team. Namdhais could topple any top team any day and 
won several tournaments. 


Hardeep Singh Grewal, Didar Singh Sr, Didar Singh Jr, Gurcharan Singh, 
Gurmukh Singh Gama and Harpal Singh are some of the top national players the 
sect has produced. Besides Baldev Singh (Nigeria), Baldev Singh (Shahbad 
Markanda) and Hardeep Singh Grewal have been responsible for coaching and 
training of their subsequent teams. 


In fact, the head of the Namdhari sect, Satguru Jagjit Singh, has been a 
sportsman himself. Inspite of his old age, he is a regular badminton player. In his 
younger days, he dabbled in hockey. In fact, the love for this unofficial national 
sport has been in the blood of Namdhari sect. Thakur Udey Singh, a nephew of 
the Satguru, had been a hockey player himself. He was a contemporary of Surjit 
Singh, one of greatest deep defenders Punjab has produced in post-independence 
era. 


“We plan to introduce Punjab state hockey league featuring top teams of the 
region,” says Thakur Udey Singh revealing that Bangalore-based Namdhari 
Seeds, of which he is the Managing Director, would be its sponsor. 


Mr Rashpal Singh, who looks after the Namdhari Hockey Academy, says that a 
special tubewell has been commissioned for watering the synthetic surface. He 
says that for optimum utilisation of the surface, the academy had chalked out a 
complete programme. The playfield would be made available to other teams for 
training and practice games also. 


Asia’s first Astro-turf in rural area 
Anil Datt 
Our Sports Reporter Tribune News Service 14 October 2004 





Capt Amarinder Singh, Chief Minister, Punjab, with players of the Namdhari XI and the Punjab 
Police XI after the inauguration of Astro-turf at Bhaini Sahib, near Ludhiana, on Thursday. - Photo 
by Sayeed Ahmed 


Ludhiana, October 14 

With Asia’s first-ever Astro-turf in a rural area being inaugurated today at Bhaini 
Sahib, the headquarters of the Namdhari sect, young hockey players will now 
have international-level training facilities. 


The synthetic surface, donated by a Holland firm, has been laid down at Bhaini 
Sahib, situated on the Ludhiana-Chandigarh road. Capt Amarinder Singh, Chief 
Minister, Punjab inaugurated the Astro-turf. Satguru Jagjit Singh, head of the 
Namdhari sect, graced the occasion. The cost of laying down this surface was 
Rs 42 lakh and the Punjab Government gave Rs 12 lakh for this project. 


To mark the occasion, an exhibition match was played between the teams of 
Namdhari XI and the Punjab, Police, which ended in a goal-less draw. A large 
number of people gathered at the stadium to watch their heroes in action. Ace 
drag-flicker Jugraj Singh, who was seriously injured in a raod accident last year 
on the outskirts of Jalandhar city, along with dashing Gaganajit Singh and Tejbir 
Singh played the match. Deep-defender Harpal Singh could not occupy the 
ground as he was down with fever. 


Appreciating the contribution of Namdhari Darbar under the farsighted guidance 
of Satguru Jagjit Singh, the Chief Minister said since 1978, the Namdhari Sports 
Academy had produced a number of hockey players of international repute and 
the Namdhari Hockey XI had won many major national hockey events. 

He said with this Astro-turf in the rural area, Namdhari Darbar had done a great 
service to Indian hockey. He hoped that this turf would prove to be useful for 
training young hockey players and for organising national and international 
hockey matches in the rural area. 


Referring to the all-round development of games in Punjab, the Chief Minister 
appealed to associations and sports clubs to concentrate their energies to provide 
excellent training to the available talent in rural areas and assured that the state 
government would extend all kind of assistance as suggested by them for the 
promotion of sports in villages. 


Responding to the demands, the Chief Minister announced that the indoor 
stadium being constructed at Bhani Sahib would be completed, the road from the 
Ludhiana- Chandigarh road to Bhani Sahib would be strengthened and widened, 
and a parking slot would be developed. 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr H.S. Hanspal, President, Punjab Pradesh Congress, 
said Namdhari Darbar at Bhani Sahib had been making concerted efforts for the 
promotion of hockey and other games so that the energies of rural youth could be 
channelled for the promotion of different games and to keep them away from 
intoxicants. 


He suggested that keeping in view the excellent sports infrastructure at Bhaini 
Sahib, the area surrounding the Astro-turf should be declared as a complete 
sports complex. A footfall ground and a swimming pool of interventional standard 
would be prepared at Bhaini Sahib, Mr Hanspal added. 


The Chief Minister felicitated a number of former and present hockey players and 
sports promoters on this occasion which included S.S. Sodhi, D.S. Garcha, Pargat 
Singh, Hardeep Singh Grewal, Ramandeep Singh Grewal, Baljeet Singh Dhillon, 
Daljeet Singh Dhillon, Rajinder Singh (PSB), Jugraj Singh, Sawinder Billa, 
Gaganajit Singh, international umpires Satinder Sharma and Suresh Bhatia; 
Bhupinder Singh, Tejbir Singh, Harpal Singh and Paul Singh (coach); Sardar 
Singh and Ajmair Singh, members of the Indian junior hockey team, which is 
leaving for an Australian tour, Teja Singh Dhaliwal, secretary, Punjab Basketball 
Association, and S.L. Lotey, District Sports Officer, Ludhiana. 


150th year of Kuka movement 
Major celebrations on the cards 


Aditi Tandon 
Tribune News service 


Chandigarh, May 24, 2007 

The Punjab government will celebrate 150th 
year of the Kuka movement in a big way. Ina 
high level meeting chaired by chief secretary 
recently, it was decided to set up state and 
district level committees to commemorate the 
first call of Independence given by Satguru Ram 
Singh of the Kuka movement and build a 
memorial at Bhaini Sahib, from where the call 
was given. 


The memorial is proposed to come up at a cost 
of Rs 60 crore. The government will also ask the 
Centre to set up an enquiry commission and 
establish the facts of wrong declaration of the 
death of Ram Singh, it was decided. Ram Singh 
was declared dead by the British in 1885. 


Meanwhile, Kuka Martyrs Memorial Trust has 


MAIN PROPOSALS 


Enquiry into 
circumstances of death 
of Satguru Ram Singh of 
Kuka Movement 
Memorial at Sri Bhaini 
Sahib, Raiyan, Ludhiana, 
Raikot and Amritsar 
Reinstallation of portraits 
of Kuka martyrs in 
Punjab civil and mini 
secretariats 

Release of postal stamp 
and coins to 
commemorate the event 
Rail link to Bhaini Sahib 


met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to press for countrywide celebrations of the 
historic event. Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal will also approach the Prime 
Minister’s office to set up a national committee under the Prime Minister for the 


purpose. 


Sources said there was also a plan to develop a memorial at Raiyan village, the 
birthplace of Ram Singh. Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana has been told to 
submit a detailed project report in this regard. The plan will be prepared in 
consultation with the four-member committee constituted for the purpose by Sri 
Bhaini Sahib Raiyan Development Board. Similar memorials will come up at 
Ludhiana, Raikot and Amritsar. Vice-President, Namdhari Darbar Surinder Singh 
Namdhari has already submitted a proposal of Rs 310 crore for the construction 
of memorials. Meanwhile, chief minister will put up a detailed proposal to the 


Centre to release funds for the occasion. 


Another decision taken at the meeting concerned construction of memorials in the 
name of Kuka martyrs in villages. During the 90 year-long war against the British 
rule in India, several Kuka Sikhs sacrificed their lives. Ten were hanged, 65 blown 
off with cannons, several drowned in the sea. Punjab chief secretary will instruct 
all deputy commissioners to collect the details about Kuka martyrs and display a 
history board where ever necessary. The board will carry a picture of martyrs. 
Sources said portraits of Kuka martyrs will be reinstalled at Punjab civil and mini 
secretariats, as assured by the chief secretary. 


Some proposals will be taken up with the Centre. These include the release of 
postal stamps and coins to mark 150 years of the Kuka movement. Chief 
secretary has admitted the proposal and asked secretary, public relations to take 
up the matter with the Centre. Moreover, Sri Bhaini Sahib is proposed to have a 
railway connection from Ludhiana to Chandigarh. The proposal to name a train 


after Kuka martyrs will also be discussed with the Union railway minister, 
secretary, archaeology, architecture and museums Jagjit Puri said. Another 
proposal is to press for reservation of seats for the Namdhari sect in Parliament. 
During the time of Jawahar Lal Nehru, Nihal Singh was the first Namdhari MP. 


GNDU organised National seminar on Namdhari 
Movement 


JAGMOHAN SINGH 
Thursday, 18 September 2008 


AMRITSAR: The basic contribution of Namdhari Movement would also be studied 
along with the in-depth study of various aspects of the Namdhari Movement. The 
need of the hour is to preach the teachings of Namdhari Guru Ram Singh to get rid of 
sufferings of human beings. 


These views were expressed by eminent scholars who gathered here today to. 
participate in the One-day National. Seminar on Namdhari Movement. This seminar 
was organised by Namdhari Guru Ram Singh Chair of Guru 

Nanak Dev University at Conference Hall. 


Vice-chancellor GNDU , Prof. Dr. Jai Rup Singh presided over. Thakur Uday Singh, 
a kin of Baba Ram Singh and Managing Director of Seeds Corporation, Bangalore 
was the chief guest this occasion. Dr.Mohinder Singh, Director Bhai Vir Singh 
Sahitya Sadan delivered the keynote address. More than 20 research papers on Kuka 
Lehar, Revolt of 1857, Role of the peasants of Punjab during Kuka Lehar and Role of 
Namdhari Sants and Mahants to popularise Namdhari Mission were presented on this 
occasion. 


In this context, Dr. Mohinder Singh dwelt at length upon the Non- 
CooperationMovement started by Namdhari Guru Ram Singh in the late 19th Century 
and the role of sikhs in 1857 Revolt. 


Thakur Uday Singh, a kin of Baba Ram Singh and Managing Director of seed 
corporation, Bangalore while speaking on this occasion said that the founder of Sikh 
Religion Guru Nanak Dev preached the message of welfare of humanity and to 
respect all religions. He said Namdhari Darbar is equally respectful to Sri,Guru 
Granth Sahib as other sikhs are. 


Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Jai Rup Singh said that the basic contributions of 
Namdharis should also be studied along with indepth study of Namdhari Lehar. 


Prof Nazer Singh examined the origin of Namdhari Movement in the historiography 
of Punjab and discovered variations in this regard. Swaran Singh Virk examines the 
role of Namdhari Sants, Babas and Mahants in percolating the Namdhari ideas in the 
second half of 19th century. These local leaders, of course, sought inspiration from 
Namdhari Guru Ram Singh. 


Kuka movement to be part of history books 
Tribune News Service 


Malerkotla, January 17,2006 

In a significant announcement, Ms Rajinder Kaur Bhattal, Deputy Chief Minister 
and Minister for Higher Education and Languages, today said the state 
government would include the history of Kuka movement and other such 
movements of the freedom struggle in the syllabus books of schools and colleges. 


Ms Bhattal made the announcement at a state-level Kuka Shaheedi Samagam, 
which was organised here to pay tributes to 66 Kuka Sikh martyrs of the freedom 
movement, who were blown off with cannons by the British at Malerkotla on 
January 17 and 18 in 1872. She also paid tributes at a martyrs’ memorial at 
Namdhari Samarak here. 


On the occasion, Ms Bhattal also released a book about Namdharis, titled “Elan-e- 
Jang” authored by Malkeet Singh Guara. Mr Hanspal honoured the minister with a 
siropa. 


Earlier talking to the mediapersons, Ms Bhattal said a core committee, comprising 
finance minister, rural development minister, health minister, under her 
presidentship would meet on January 27 to decide ways of recruitment of 
teachers and implement recommendations of the Education Reforms Committee. 


The minister also said both MPs of Congress party from Punjab were ready to 
vacate their seat for Prime Minister Manmohan Singh so that he could contest Lok 
Sabha election from the state. She said Baba Farid University of Health Sciences 
was not being shifted from Faridkot, rather the government would strengthen it 
by providing equipment and infrastructure 


Rich tributes paid to Baba Ram Singh 
From Vimal Sumbly 
Tribune News Service 


RAYIANA (LUDHIANA), Jan 29 — Glowing tributes were paid to Satguru Ram 
Singh, the founder of the Kuka movement, on his 186th birth anniversary here 
today. 


A simple but impressive function was organised here in his native village, which 
was attended by hundreds of people belonging to different sects and ideologies. 


The state government had declared Satguru Ram Singh's birth anniversary as a 
holiday today and had organised the function to mark the event. However, the 
Namdhari sect leader Satguru Jagjit Singh did not attend today’s function since 
he was said to be in Delhi. The Finance Minister, Capt Kanwaljeet Singh, who was 
scheduled to preside over the function, also failed to arrive here till late in the 
afternoon. 


The Minister for Information and Public Relations, Mr Natha Singh Dalam, 
announced that a life-size portrait of Satguru Ram Singh would be installed in the 
Central Hall of the Punjab Assembly before the beginning of the budget session. 
He also promised that work on all memorials of Namdhari martyrs would be 
completed this year. 


Mr Dalam said the Union Minister for Railways, MS Mamata Banerjee, had 
conceded the plea of the Punjab Government and approved the installation of a 
life-size portrait of Satguru Ram Singh at Ludhiana Railway Station. He said 
Satguru Ram Singh's portrait would always serve as a source of inspiration for 
the coming generations, reminding them of his great sacrifice for the freedom of 
the country. 


The minister said Satguru Ram Singh was a master organiser and moblised the 
masses for non-cooperation and boycott of all government institutions. At the 
same time, he also waged a war against the evil social customs prevailing in the 
country at that time. The British feared the Namdhari so much that they blew up 
a number of them through canons at Malerkotla. 


He announced that the state government had drawn up a comprehensive plan for 
the development of Bhaini Sahib, the headquarters of Namdharis and the Raiyan, 
village the birth place of Satguru Ram Singh. A development board had already 
been set up for the purpose and a sewerage project costing Rs 40 lakh was being 
laid out in Bhaini Sahib. 


The state government had also set up a Satguru Ram Singh Chair at Guru Nanak 
Dev University, which would carry out research on philosophy. The state 
government had approached the Union Human Resource Development Ministry 
for including the contribution of Namdharis in the freedom struggle in school 
syllabi. 


Mr Surinder Singh, vice-president, Namdhari Darbar, appreciated the efforts of 
the government in setting up Namdhari memorials. 


Auditorium stone laid in memory of writers 
Our Correspondent 


Amritsar, October 7 

Foundation stone of an auditorium in memory of noted Punjabi writers Gurbax 
Singh “Preetlari” and Nanak Singh “Navalkar” was laid at Preet Nagar by Thakur 
Uday Singh namdhari here today. 


Mr Preetam Singh, president of the foundation formed in the memory of these 
writers, lamented that the government had done little to promote writers 
especially Punjabi writers. He pointed out that besides Tagore even noted writers, 
like Munshi Prem Chand had no memorials. 


On the occasion, MLA of the area Mr Veer Singh Lopoke, announced Rs 50,000 for 
the auditorium Mr Narinderjit Singh Soch a noted writer said the government 
should encourage writers and the nation should know these writers. 


Thakur Uday Singh in his address said that Gurbax Singh and Nanak Singh gave 
new direction to Punjabi writing. Development of the community depends on its 
language and religion and government of the day should realise this. 


The 2000 square yard auditorium costing about Rs 50 lakh will have a library, 
meeting hall, theatre hall, green room and research centre for doctorate 
students. Various noted writers including Mr Gulzar Singh Sandhu, were also 
present on the occasion. 


